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BERGEN COUNTY
BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
HACKENSACK, NEW JERSEY
WORK SESSION
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 30, 2016
COMMENCING AT 4:41 P.M.

FREEHOLDERS PRESENT:

STEVEN A. TANELLI, CHAIRMAN
TRACY S. ZUR, VICE-CHAIRWOMAN
DAVID L. GANZ

DR. JOAN M. VOSS

MAURA R. DeNICOLA

THOMAS J. SULLIVAN

FREEHOLDERS ABSENT:

JOHN A. FELICE, CHAIRMAN PRO TEMPORE

KIM O. FURBACHER, C.C.R., R.M.R.
P.O. BOX 213
ROCHELLE PARK, NEW JERSEY 07662-0213
201-226-9218
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ALSO PRESENT:

LISA SCIANCALEPORE
CLERK TO THE BOARD

JAMES J. TEDESCO, III
COUNTY EXECUTIVE

DR. DOMINIC J. NOVELLI
COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR

EDWARD J. FLORIO, ESQ.
COUNSEL TO THE BOARD

JARED LAUTZ
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS & POLICY

JOHN DANUBIO
DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS & POLICY
and DIRECTOR OF POLICY RESEARCH

KIM O. FURBACHER, C.C.R., R.M.R.
P.O. BOX 213
ROCHELLE PARK, NEW JERSEY 07662-0213
201-226-9218
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I N D E X

PAGE NO.

4:43 PM PRESENTATION ON RESOLUTION #338-16
RECOGNIZING APRIL 2016 AS SEXUAL ASSAULT
AWARENESS MONTH & RESOLUTION #339-16 DENYING

PAROLE TO CHRISTOPHER RIGHETTI:

David Cohen, Director
Alternatives to Domestic Violence

Susan DeJackmo, Assistant Director
Alternatives to Domestic Violence

Alan Lerner, Clinical Program Director
Alternatives to Domestic Violence

Julye Myner, Executive Director
Hope & Safety

Lisa Gordon, Community Specialist
YWCA-BC healingSPACE

Bettina Weiss, Prevention Coordinator
YWCA-BC healingSPACE

Kaitlyn Maglione, Program Assistant
YWCA healingSPACE

Mariam Gerges, Program Manager
YWCA-BC healingSPACE

4:51 PM PUBLIC COMMENT

Joseph Gautier
Selena Christmas

County Executive James J. Tedesco, III

5:05 PM RESOLUTION #340-16
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CHAIRMAN TANELLTI: The meeting 1is
called to order.

Will the Clerk please read the Sen.
Byron Baer Open Public Meetings Act.

MS. SCIANCALEPORE: In accordance with
Section 5 of the Sen. Byron Baer Open Public Meetings
Act, adequate notice of this meeting has been
provided in the Annual Notice Schedule, which
contained the time, date, and location of this
meeting, copies of which Notices were forwarded to

the official County newspapers, to wit: The Herald

News; The Record; and the Star Ledger, and a copy of

which was posted on the bulletin board in the Bergen
County Justice Center and Administration Building,
One Bergen County Plaza, Hackensack, New Jersey, and
filed with the Office of the Bergen County Clerk.

ROLL CALL:

CHAIRMAN TANELLTI: Will the Clerk
please call the roll.

(At this point in the proceeding roll
call is taken with Freeholders DeNicola, Ganz,
Sullivan, Voss, Vice-Chairwoman Zur, and Chairman
Tanelli present, with Freeholder Felice absent.)

CHAIRMAN TANELLTI: I would just remind

everyone please silence your phones.
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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

CHAIRMAN TANELLTI: Please rise for the

Pledge.

County Executive, will you please read
lead us.

COUNTY EXECUTIVE TEDESCO: Thank you,
Chairman.

Ladies and gentlemen, please honor
America.

(At this point in the proceeding all
rise for a recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance,
led by County Executive Tedesco.)

4:43 PM PRESENTATION FOR RESOLUTIONS #338-16 AND

#339-16:

CHAIRMAN TANELLT: So I'm going to go
little out of order here, if that's okay with
everyone. What I'd like to do now 1is to present a
commendation, a presentation to the representatives
of the Bergen County Alternatives to Domestic
Violence, the healingSPACE, and the Center for Hope
and Safety, #338-16 and #339-16.

So 1if you'd like to vote on those
resolutions first.

MS. SCIANCALEPORE: Do you want to do

them on Consent or Body of the Whole?
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CHAIRMAN TANELLTI:
if that's okay with everyone.
FREEHOLDER DeNICOLA:

FREEHOLDER GANZ:

VICE-CHAIRWOMAN ZUR:

That's

So moved.

Second.

Body of the Whole,

okay.

MS. SCIANCALEPORE: #338-16 is a

"Resolution Recognizing April 2016 as Sexual

Harassment Awareness Month," and Resolution #339-16

is a "Resolution authorizing to deny parole to

Christopher Righetti."

CHAIRMAN TANELLTI: I have a motion and

second, please call the roll.

(At this point in the proceeding roll

call i1is taken and Resolutions #338-16 and #339-16 are

passed by a vote of six in favor, with Freeholder

Felice absent.)

CHAIRMAN TANELLT: So we Jjust passed

two resolutions. We have a resolution from the

Board, I'm not going to read it all, as always, I'm

just going to pick a couple of paragraphs out.

"Whereas, the United States Department

of Justice defines sexual assault as any type of

sexual contact or behavior that occurs without the

explicit consent of the recipient; and

"Whereas, the impact of rape, sexual
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assault, sexual abuse, and sexual harassment is felt
throughout Bergen County, and statistics show one in
six women and one in 33 men have been a victim of
rape or an attempted rape in their lifetime; and

"Whereas, Bergen County Alternatives to
Domestic Violence provides services to victims of
domestic violence and makes connections to outside
agencies, such as healingSPACE, Center for Hope and
Safety, and Bergen Family Center, that offer support
to survivors of sexual assault through services; and

"Whereas, the citizens in Bergen County
must work in concert to advise one another on
sounding off against hurtful behavior and acts,
helping survivors of sexual assault, and the
prevention of sexual assault.

"Be it further resolved that the Bergen
County Board of Chosen Freeholders does hereby
recognize and commend the above-mentioned
healingSPACE, Center for Hope and Safety, Bergen
Family Center, and Bergen County Alternatives to
Domestic Violence for their efforts and commitment to
the survivors of sexual violence, the prevention of
sexual violence, and raising awareness about sexual
violence."

This will be distributed to each one of
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those associations.

I understand that Mariam Gerges,
program manager of healingSPACE, a sexual violence
resource center for the YMCA of Bergen County, would
like to address the Board.

FREEHOLDER DeNICOLA: Mr. Chairman, can
I just say a few words to begin?

CHAIRMAN TANELLI: Sure.

FREEHOLDER DeNICOLA: This resolution
actually came about through Mariam Gerges and her
positive energy in approaching a topic that's so
important to everyone, and unfortunately one where
we're seeing a growing number of women and men who
are being assaulted every vyear. Mariam is the
program director of healingSPACE, which, as many of
you know, used to be called the Rape Crisis Center
out of the Bergen County YWCA.

Mariam worked with John Collins. I
have to give him a shout-out. And, of course, we
connected with ADV, Alternatives to Domestic
Violence, Dave Cohen, and Susan and Alan are also
here. And we have the new Executive Director of the
Center for Hope and Safety, Julie Myner as well, the
new Elaine Meyerson. And I'm sorry to say that to

you, but you are forging your own path over there and
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doing wonderful things as well.
So in an effort to kickoff April right
from the get-go, thank you, Mr. Chairman, for

allowing this resolution to be on our agenda today.

CHAIRMAN TANELLTI: Thank you. It's
very important. If you'd like to please address the
Board.

MS. GERGES: I just want to say thank

you to everybody for supporting Sexual Assault
Awareness Month, and, as Maura was saying, a lot of
people are affected by sexual violence. I'm sure
everybody in this room has either been affected or
knows somebody who has been affected by sexual
violence. Unfortunately, it is a taboo topic
sometimes that people don't want to talk about.
There's a lot of shame and guilty associated with
sexual violence, which prevents a lot of people from
speaking up. But through raising awareness, we're
able to kind of destigmatize the issues around sexual
violence and encourage survivors to speak up and to
get the support that they need, which is what we do
at healingSPACE, we provide prevention, we provide
education, and we provide counseling services to
survivors and their significant others so that they

are able to process the trauma that they've been
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through. And without everybody's help here in this
room and without raising awareness, we wouldn't be
able to do the work that we do. So I want to say on

behalf of the YWCA healingSPACE, thank you very much.

CHAIRMAN TANELLT: Thank you.
VICE-CHAIRWOMAN ZUR: Thank you.
CHAIRMAN TANELLI: I'd like to invite

the County Executive, who also would like to make a
presentation.

COUNTY EXECUTIVE TEDESCO: Sure.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and members of
the Board. Thank you for allowing me to be able to
come 1in front of you today to give a proclamation to
the four groups that you've just talked about.

And while the Chairman read statistics,
I'm not going to read our entire proclamation, but I
do want to say, first of all, thank you. Thank you
to not only ADV and Hope and Safety and the
healingSPACE and Bergen Family Center, but to
everybody that volunteers too, because they're the
ones that help make a difference.

And I always talk about how one person
can make a difference. And 1if you really believe in
something, then you can change or make someone's life

better or bring something good out of something bad.
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And so that's why I always talk about having passion
and we talked about the stigma behind it. And, vyou
know, the county and many towns in Bergen County have
moved past that and are talking about mental health
issues and things like that and removing the stigma
from that. And we need to get to the same place for
sexual assault, so people feel that they can come and
talk to people about it and not hide from it.

So I'm happy that the county is able to
at least recognize those of you that are out there in
the forefront doing this, and that we can get past
the stigma, but more so we can eliminate this,
because women and men shouldn't be afraid of being
assaulted and attacked.

So I'm not going to read the
proclamation in total, I'm just going to read the
last paragraph, and then I'll present it to you.

It says:

"Whereas, Bergen County Alternatives to
Domestic Violence provides services to victims of
domestic violence while making connections to outside
agencies such as healingSPACE, the Center for Hope
and Safety, and Bergen Family Center, that offers
support to survivors of sexual assault; and

"Whereas, Bergen County commends these
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organizations for their efforts and commitment to the
survivors of sexual violence, the prevention of
sexual violence, and raising awareness about sexual
violence.

"Now, therefore, be it proclaimed that
I, James J. Tedesco, III, the Executive of the County
of Bergen in the State of New Jersey, do hereby
proclaim April 2016 as 'Sexual Assault Awareness
Month' in the County of Bergen."

So I have a proclamation for each one
of the groups. You want to come up, and I'll give
you the proclamation.

(Whereupon, the presentation is made.)

4:51 PM PUBLIC COMMENT:

CHAIRMAN TANELLT: May I have a motion

to open the meeting to the public?

FREEHOLDER GANZ: So moved.
FREEHOLDER VOSS: So moved.
Second.

CHAIRMAN TANELLTI: All in favor?

(All present Freeholders respond in the
affirmative.)

CHAIRMAN TANELLI: Opposed?

(No response.)

CHAIRMAN TANELLT: The ayes have 1it.
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We'll now have a Hearing of the General

Public, with a three-minute time limit in effect.
The Board Attorney will keep the time.

Anyone wishing to speak?

Sure.

MR. GAUTIER: Hello, Freeholders. How
are you?

FREEHOLDER DeNICOLA: Good, Joe. How
are you?

MR. GAUTIER: Good.

Nice to see all of you.

I wanted to come here today and speak
to you a little bit about a situation at our senior
centers.

Now, I know you all care very much

about what happens within our senior centers and the

communities that they serve.

You know, they don't only serve meals
and play bingo with these people, they provide
numerous, numerous programs for them. I know you

know that, because I know you visited there and

sometimes played bingo. I know Freeholder Zur, 1it's

her favorite, but...

FREEHOLDER SULLIVAN: She never wins.

FREEHOLDER ZUR: I call the numbers.
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MR. GAUTIER: Yes.

So one of the things we did was we were
thinking, you know, reduced staffing levels means
reduced programs in these centers. But, you know, it
was just a theory. So what we did was we put
together a staffing report on these senior centers,
and I'd like to give all of you a copy of this today.

CHAIRMAN TANELLT: Please.

MR. GAUTIER: So I would appreciate if
you'd take a look at it and consider it, when you
consider decisions on the budget this year.

You know, there's things we could do to
help the programs but also keep costs under control,
because I realize there are budgetary issues. So if
any of you would like to meet with me on these
issues, I would be more than happy. Okay?

FREEHOLDER DeNICOLA: Great. Can I ask

you, Mr. Chairman, a quick gquestion?

CHAIRMAN TANELLT: Sure.
MR. GAUTIER: Yes.
FREEHOLDER DeNICOLA: I know I am

getting some complaints from constituents about
reduced programming at the centers and I know budget
time is coming too, which is really important. Can

you speak to the numbers of seniors who are utilizing
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the center? Is that in here?

MR. GAUTIER: That i1is all in there.
FREEHOLDER DeNICOLA: Great.
MR. GAUTIER: There are actually graphs

on not only activities, but also on meals served.

FREEHOLDER DeNICOLA: Great.

MR. GAUTIER: It's pretty
comprehensive.

FREEHOLDER DeNICOLA: Great. Thank
you. Okay. Thank you.

MR. GAUTIER: No problem. Okay. Thank
you very much.

CHAIRMAN TANELLT: Anyone else?

MS. CHRISTMAS: Yes.

CHAIRMAN TANELLTI: Okay.

MS. CHRISTMAS: Selena, S-E-L-E-N-A,
Christmas, like the holiday.

Good afternoon.

CHAIRMAN TANELLT: Good afternoon.

FREEHOLDER DeNICOLA: Good afternoon.

MS. CHRISTMAS: I'm here because I have
a situation with the Bergen County Board of Social
Services.

I've been complaining to them for years

about my taxes that they continuously take, when I
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paid them back.

I had a situation where I had to go to
court, the judge didn't 1like it, because I was sick,
he thought I was going to die. I had cancer. But he
told me if I had a problem, that I could go back to
court, I can request to go back to court.

I allowed them to take money, because I
didn't really feel like being bothered. I
volunteered to give them money, and they keep giving
me the runaround, and I just lost a spot at
Fairleigh, going into New York for a course that I

greatly needed, because they put a stop on my taxes,

when I'm giving them money. And I wrote a letter to
you, Ms. Zur, and to Chris. I sent it weeks ago.
And I have not gotten a response. And today, just by

accident, I found out that there was this meeting.

VICE-CHAIRWOMAN ZUR: I haven't seen
the letter from you, Ms. Christmas, and I would
remember you, because I dealt directly with you when
I was public defender of Englewood, so I would have
had to recuse myself regarding any situation in which
you are 1involved. So, no, I have not received it,
but I will make sure Freeholder Sullivan, who also
sits on the Board of Social Services with me,

addresses the situation -- I'm sorry, Freeholder
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Voss.
FREEHOLDER SULLIVAN: I don't sit
there.
VICE-CHAIRWOMAN ZUR: Freeholder Voss.
MS. CHRISTMAS: Is there anything I

should do that I haven't done?

VICE-CHAIRWOMAN ZUR: If you have a
copy of the letter and wish to leave it with us?

MS. CHRISTMAS: No. I just found out
about the meeting when I was leaving class, when I
called to speak to you or Chris, and you were out and
he was out, and I have a copy of the letter at home.

VICE-CHAIRWOMAN ZUR: Email that to us.

CHAIRMAN TANELLTI: Why don't we, at the
conclusion of this, which should be relatively
soon --

MS. CHRISTMAS: I can check my flash
drive and see if I have a copy on my flash drive.

CHAIRMAN TANELLTI: What we'll do, we'll
discuss this offline with you after the meeting. The
meeting should be over shortly.

MS. CHRISTMAS: Okay. Thank you very
much.

FREEHOLDER SULLIVAN: The County

Executive.
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CHAIRMAN TANELLT: State your name and
address for the record.

COUNTY EXECUTIVE TEDESCO: Thank you.

I just want to address the issue that
was raised earlier about the senior centers, and I
thank you for putting the report together and doing
due diligence on your side.

The goal for the administration is to
provide all the services that we can, especially at
senior centers. And while there have been
retirements and there's been budgetary constraints,
it is the administration's goal to continue to
provide a myriad of services.

Now, that doesn't mean that individual
centers, based on the director being there, that they
may not take an action to curtail one or to do
something with one versus another facility, because
if that's what fits within that center.

The administration is working
diligently on the Midland Park center and
specifically to address that issue with its staffing,
and we believe that very shortly we'll have a
resolution for that one specific center. But I Jjust
want to make sure that there's not a misunderstanding

here that the administration is cutting services from
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seniors or at senior centers. That's not the goal of
this administration. The goal is actually to
hopefully increase the amount of services that we can
provide and activities that we can provide. But each
center is run by an individual that makes the best
business decision for those centers, and so there
will be differences at each one of those centers.

So I look forward to working with Joe
and with the Freeholder Board on a budget that will

reflect the commitment that we have to seniors.

CHAIRMAN TANELLTI: Thank you.

COUNTY EXECUTIVE TEDESCO: Thank vyou,
Chairman.

CHAIRMAN TANELLTI: I'd like to just add

on the record that having been involved with my local
senior centers heavily as I was, that the previous
administration had made decisions that curtailed a
lot of the activities that was taking place in those
senior centers, where I was hearing quite a bit of
grumbling for the course of the four years. This
administration has now tried to move forward from
that and actually enhance those programs, and I think
we've done a great job.

We've worked with one of the

communities where the community actually pays for
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their rent, the municipality pays their rent. The
county 1s working with them to make sure that that
building stays open, as times get tougher for
municipalities to pay. So I'd like to thank you for
your efforts.

COUNTY EXECUTIVE TEDESCO: No, not a
problem.

The other thing is when I was in
before, just for everyone, the YWCA will sponsor the
Clothesline Project with the shirts April 6th here at

the building.

MS. GERGES: Okay.

COUNTY EXECUTIVE TEDESCO: I forgot to
announce that earlier. I'm sorry, Chairman.

CHAIRMAN TANELLT: Freeholder Ganz.

FREEHOLDER GANZ: I just want to say

that this is the 12th or 13th week of the year, and
this i1is I believe the eighth time that you've
appeared before the Freeholder Board, which is seven
times longer and more than the previous Executive. T
congratulate you on your openness and your abilities
to work with this Board.

COUNTY EXECUTIVE TEDESCO: Thank you.
I think it's important that we continue the dialogue

that we started. So thank you again.
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CHAIRMAN TANELLTI: Thank you.

FREEHOLDER SULLIVAN: Chairman, I Jjust
want to put on the record too that certainly we've
done nothing, since I've been on this Board, done
nothing but enhance the programs, we will strive for

that as well --

CHAIRMAN TANELLTI: Thank vyou.

FREEHOLDER SULLIVAN: -- a continuation
of that.

FREEHOLDER DeNICOLA: I just want to
add.

CHAIRMAN TANELLTI: Okay.

FREEHOLDER DeNICOLA: And this isn't
one administration versus another, but I think we've
been looking at diminishing staffing over time with
an increasing senior population and trying to do more
with less, and that's one of the challenges.

FREEHOLDER SULLIVAN: We certainly
haven't cut the budgets there, and that's not our
intention, period.

CHAIRMAN TANELLI: Okavy.

MR. FLORIO: Chairman, before we
adjourn, let me just point out, because --

CHAIRMAN TANELLTI: Obviously, I didn't

close or open it.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

22

MR. FLORIO: I thought there was a

motion to close.

CHAIRMAN TANELLTI: No one else wishing
to speak?

Okay. Can I have a motion to close?

FREEHOLDER VOSS: So moved.

FREEHOLDER GANZ: So moved.

CHAIRMAN TANELLI: Second?

VICE-CHATRWOMAN ZUR: Second.

CHAIRMAN TANELLTI: All in favor?

(All present Freeholders respond in the
affirmative.)

CHAIRMAN TANELLI: Opposed?

(No response.)

CHAIRMAN TANELLTI: The ayes have it,
the meeting is now closed to the public.

Counsel.

MR. FLORIO: I have a concern about
some of the information that may be included in the
document that was Jjust distributed. And so, as not
to cause any panic or alarm, I would like to advise
all the Freeholders not to distribute these documents
to the public. I don't want to collect them, but I'd
like to review them before anybody shares any of the

information that may be contained therein so as not
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to cause any issues with respect to personnel who are
employees of the County of Bergen.

CHAIRMAN TANELLI: Okavy.

MR. FLORIO: Thank you, Chairman.

5:05 PM RESOLUTION #340-16:

CHAIRMAN TANELLT: Will the Clerk
please read the remaining resolution.

MS. SCIANCALEPORE: Resolution #340-16
is a resolution authorizing appointment of Gerald L.
Carroll as a member of the Board of Trustees of

Bergen Community College.

CHAIRMAN TANELLT: May I have a motion?

FREEHOLDER GANZ: So moved.

VICE-CHAIRWOMAN ZUR: Second.

CHAIRMAN TANELLTI: Please call the
roll.

FREEHOLDER DeNICOLA: Just discussion
on the motion.

We only have one. We had a phone call

we were going to have two.

CHAIRMAN TANELLTI: Yes, the other one
wasn't prepared yet.

FREEHOLDER DeNICOLA: Okay.

CHAIRMAN TANELLTI: So we're only able

to present this one.
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And just for the record, the other one
was a reappointment, so it's not harm to the board.
He'll be just a holdover for the next meeting, 1if we
don't get it on for the next meeting.

FREEHOLDER DeNICOLA: And then his
resolution will be on for the next meeting?

CHAIRMAN TANELLT: Yes.

FREEHOLDER DeNICOLA: Okay.

CHAIRMAN TANELLTI: Call the roll,
please.

(At this point in the proceeding roll
call is taken and Resolution #340-16 is passed by a
vote of six in favor, with Freeholder Felice absent.)

CHAIRMAN TANELLTI: Are there any
Resolutions on Nonconsent, pulled or tabled?

MS. SCIANCALEPORE: No, there are not.

CHAIRMAN TANELLT: Okay. Great.

So there being nothing further to come
before this meeting, may I have a motion to adjourn?

FREEHOLDER GANZ: So moved.

FREEHOLDER SULLIVAN: So moved.

VICE-CHAIRWOMAN ZUR': Second.

CHAIRMAN TANELLT: All in favor?

(All present Freeholders respond in the

affirmative.)
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CHAIRMAN TANELLTI: Opposed?

(No response.)

CHAIRMAN TANELLTI: The meeting is now
adjourned.

(Whereupon, the Work Session 1is

adjourned at 5:06 p.m.)
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CERTTIU FFTIOCATTION

I, KIM O. FURBACHER, License No.
XI01042, a Certified Court Reporter, Registered Merit
Reporter, Certified Realtime Court Reporter, and
Notary Public of the State of New Jersey, hereby
certify that the foregoing is a verbatim record of
the testimony provided under oath before any court,
referee, board, commission or other body created by
statute of the State of New Jersey.

I am not related to the parties
involved in this action; I have no financial
interest, nor am I related to an agent of or employed
by anyone with a financial interest in the outcome of
this action.

This transcript complies with
Regulation 13:43-5.9 of the New Jersey Administrative

Code.

KIM O. FURBACHER, CRCR, CCR, RMR
License #XIO01042, and Notary Public
of New Jersey

My Commission Expires:
7/11/19




