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BERGEN COUNTY
BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

 HACKENSACK, NEW JERSEY
PUBLIC MEETING 

TUESDAY, MAY 3, 2016
COMMENCING AT 7:32 P.M.

FREEHOLDERS PRESENT:

STEVEN A. TANELLI, CHAIRMAN
TRACY S. ZUR, VICE CHAIRWOMAN 
JOHN A. FELICE, CHAIRMAN PRO TEMPORE  
DR. JOAN M. VOSS 
DAVID L. GANZ 
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MAURA R. DeNICOLA 

FREEHOLDERS ABSENT:

NONE
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ALSO PRESENT:

LISA SCIANCALEPORE
CLERK TO THE BOARD
DR. DOMINIC J. NOVELLI
COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR
EDWARD J. FLORIO, ESQ.
COUNSEL TO THE BOARD
JARED LUTZ
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS & POLICY
JOHN DANUBIO
DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS & POLICY
and DIRECTOR OF POLICY RESEARCH  

          KIM O. FURBACHER, CRCR, CCR, RMR 
   P.O. BOX 213
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                   201-226-9218
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CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  The meeting is 
called to order.  

Before we begin the meeting, I'll ask 
everyone to please take a moment to silence their 
phones.  

Thank you.  
Will the Clerk please read the 

compliance with the Sen. Byron Baer Open Public 
Meetings Act. 

MS. SCIANCALEPORE:  In accordance with 
Section 5 of the Sen. Byron Baer Open Public Meetings 
Act, adequate notice of this meeting has been 
provided in the Annual Notice Schedule, which 
contained the time, date, and location of this 
meeting, copies of which Notices were forwarded to 
the official County newspapers, to wit:  The Herald 
News; The Record; and the Star Ledger, and a copy of 
which was posted on the bulletin board in the Bergen 
County Justice Center and Administration Building, 
One Bergen County Plaza, Hackensack, New Jersey, and 
filed with the Office of the Bergen County Clerk.
ROLL CALL:

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Please call the 
roll.

(At this point in the proceeding roll 



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

6

call is taken with Freeholders DeNicola, Felice, 
Ganz, Sullivan, Voss, Vice-Chairwoman Zur, and 
Chairman Tanelli present.) 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Evidence of a quorum 
is present.  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Everyone please rise 
for the Pledge. 

(At this point in the proceeding all 
rise for a recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.)
MINUTES:

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Will the Clerk 
please read the minutes to be accepted. 

MS. SCIANCALEPORE:  April 16th, 2016 - 
Work Session; all present.  

April 20th, 2016 - Work Session; all 
present. 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Can I have a motion 
to accept the minutes?  

FREEHOLDER GANZ:  So moved. 
FREEHOLDER SULLIVAN:  Second. 
CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  All in favor?  
(All present Freeholders respond in the 

affirmative.)  
CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Opposed?  
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(No response.)
CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  The ayes have it.

HEARING OF THE GENERAL PUBLIC:
CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Can I have a motion 

to open the meeting to the public?  
VICE-CHAIRWOMAN ZUR:  So moved. 
FREEHOLDER SULLIVAN:  Second. 
CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  All in favor?  
(All present Freeholders respond in the 

affirmative.)  
CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Opposed?  
(No response.)
CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  The ayes have it, we 

will now have a Hearing of the General Public, with a 
three-minute time limit in effect.  

The Board Attorney will keep the time.  
When the time of the speaker expires, the timekeeper 
will announce that the time has expired.  

Please fill out a slip of paper with 
your name, address, and general topic.  

Mr. Dunsay. 
MR. DUNSAY:  Joseph Dunsay from River 

Edge.  
I just have one quick question, and 

then you can use the rest of my time to answer.  
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Is Bergen County participating in the 
Together North Jersey Plan for developing the region?  

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR NOVELLI:  Together 
North Jersey Plan?  

I'm sorry, can you just explain a 
little bit more about that?  

MR. DUNSAY:  It started as a HUD 
initiative a few years ago to evaluate all the 
regional and urban planning basically north of Mercer 
County in New Jersey.  The main impetus was to 
integrate communities that were separated based on 
income, but once they got started, they also kind of 
envisioned a cohesive plan that addresses the 
economy, education, the environment, transportation, 
and housing, among other things. 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR NOVELLI:  You 
know, Joe, honestly, I'd have to check with some of 
our folks in our departments to see if we are 
actively participating in that. 

MR. DUNSAY:  Okay.  Thanks. 
COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR NOVELLI:  I don't 

have an answer off the top of my head, to be honest 
with you. 

FREEHOLDER SULLIVAN:  Does it have 
anything to do with COAH?  
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I believe this initiative is tied in 
with COAH. 

MR. DUNSAY:  Well, COAH was a state 
Supreme Court decision, it's the same topic but 
different levels of government. 

FREEHOLDER SULLIVAN:  I could be wrong, 
Joe, but I thought they were tying that in. 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR NOVELLI:  I will 
check, Joe. 

MR. DUNSAY:  Thank you.
CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Michele Talamo. 
MS. TALAMO:  Good evening, everyone.  

How are you?  
It was reported on April 30th, last 

week, that Governor Christie has withdrawn the State 
of New Jersey from participation in the U.S. Refugee 
Resettlement Program.  

I commend him for his actions, since 
our federal government has little or no oversight for 
who is entering, and background checks are 
nonexistent. 

On the heels of that, the federal 
administration officials are working quickly to claim 
the federal government can continue to resettle 
refugees in the Garden State.  
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Earlier this week, Gov. Sam Brownback 
announced that Kansas was also withdrawing.  

The decision by New Jersey and Kansas 
now brings the total of states to 14.  New Jersey 
joins a dozen other states where resettlement 
programs are managed by nonprofit organizations, 
because the state does not participate.  

In the six months covering October 
through March, 127 refugees settled in New Jersey; 24 
were from Syria, second only to 36 from the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo.  

Eighty-one Syrian refugees settled in 
New Jersey between October 2013 and September 2015.  

In light of President Obama's recent 
unpopular decision to accelerate the vetting of 
Syrian refugees from two years to three months, along 
with serious security concerns about the possible 
infiltration of Syrian and other Muslim majority 
country refugees by Islamic terrorists, the decisions 
by Kansas and New Jersey to withdraw, along with the 
Tennessee lawsuit, may indicate a growing momentum of 
opposition to the Obama administration's refugee 
policies around the country.  

My point in mentioning this is that a 
fellow who attends the Freeholder Board meetings 
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asked for a resolution, which was never forthcoming, 
and, after months, was still "under consideration."  

I feel this is unfortunate that the 
Freeholders did not act on an issue that clearly put 
New Jersey people at risk.  

My second point, and completely 
connected with that, is to ask whether the budget 
presently under consideration will be subject to 
sharp pencils, and will the Freeholder Board seek to 
mitigate increases?

I read about this today.  
I would appreciate some feedback 

tonight, if you would, because last year, as you 
know, it was 4.3 percent, and people only received 
the median increase last year of 2.7 percent.  So I'm 
wondering how far Bergen County residents will fall 
behind the curve, and when it will stop?  

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Thank you.  
MS. TALAMO:  Anybody have any feedback 

on that?  
VICE-CHAIRWOMAN ZUR:  We are sharpening 

our pencils. 
CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Right now we're in 

the middle of the budget process. 
FREEHOLDER VOSS:  We just started 
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yesterday. 
FREEHOLDER FELICE:  Please let me speak 

to that.
As Budget Chair, we received the budget 

last Wednesday, I was not here, was out of town, but 
nevertheless my colleagues had a chance to look at 
the budget from Thursday, we started budget 
hearings -- today is Tuesday. 

FREEHOLDER VOSS:  Yes. 
FREEHOLDER FELICE:  We're going to have 

19 hearings this week.  We have completed eight.  
They have been very detailed and a great deal of 
feedback and bidirectional conversation with the 
Department Heads and my colleagues on the Freeholder 
Board.  So we're taking every opportunity to ask 
questions of the Department Heads, and they will 
justify the costs they would like to see in and the 
expenditures within each item line item as well as 
overall for each department.  

So, I can only speak for myself.  You 
know, my job as the Chairman of the budget hearing is 
to make sure it's kept on time, that everyone has an 
opportunity to speak freely, to get questions 
answered, and to really coordinate the various 
assertive, and, I'll say, aggressive timetable of the 
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budget hearings.  They're open to the public.  
There's not to be public comment, but they are open 
to the public.  

So, when it's all said and done, I 
believe that this body will do the right thing for 
the people of Bergen County, for the people who 
receive services, and for the people that pay their 
taxes.  It's a balancing act, and certainly we're 
going to do whatever we can to do what we believe is 
right, and that's what we were elected to do.  So at 
some point in the very near future, the budget will 
be introduced, and then 20 days from that period of 
time, it will be finally adopted.  

So, it's being created as we speak, the 
budget. 

MS. TALAMO:  Well, I appreciate that.  
You know, sometimes we have to get creative, and you 
have a lot of great minds here and a lot of savvy 
people, and that's the way corporations work. 

MR. FLORIO:  Five minutes, Mr. 
Chairman. 

MS. TALAMO:  And everybody has to pitch 
in, but that means that it's not always the taxpayer 
that has to do almost twice on the percentage side of 
what they're getting as increases, people are falling 
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farther and farther behind, but I appreciate that.  
Thank you. 
FREEHOLDER FELICE:  Thank you. 
FREEHOLDER DeNICOLA:  We're officially 

here for 11 and half hours today, Michele. 
MS. TALAMO:  It's a lot of work.  I 

know it's a lot of work. 
FREEHOLDER FELICE:  It seems like only 

an hour. 
MS. TALAMO:  If you want any help, I'd 

be happy to come. 
FREEHOLDER DeNICOLA:  Yes, please. 
CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Joseph LaPaglia, 

former mayor. 
MR. LaPAGLIA:  Good evening, Mr. 

Chairman and members of the Board.  
Just a little bit by way of background.  

I've been a resident of Woodcliff Lake for 43 years.  
I was a councilman for four years.  I was on the 
Planning Board for 16 years, over half of that time 
as chairman.  And I was mayor for eight years.  So 
I've lived in Woodcliff Lake for the better part of 
my adult, married life.  

I'm here this evening not understanding 
your procedure where you have the open session before 
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your meeting.  In Woodcliff Lake, we usually have it 
at the end of the meeting.  

I was hoping that I would be able to 
thank the Freeholders and the Board for including 
Woodcliff Lake in an Open Space grant.  I believe 
that's the second item on your agenda.  

Woodcliff Lake currently has an 
opportunity to acquire two plus acres that's 
strategically located at the intersection of two 
major county roads, being Wearimus Road and Woodcliff 
Avenue.  It's the second most busiest intersection in 
Woodcliff Lake, second only to the county road and 
Chestnut Ridge Road intersection, which is up on the 
western part of town, by our retail area.  

In any event, it's an intersection 
that's been in need of improvement for a very long 
time.  It's the main entrance to our park and 
recreation facilities, our municipal pool, our DPW 
facilities, and we do not have a signal there.  

I can tell you, when I was mayor, the 
county was in favor of putting in a signalized 
intersection.  I'm kind of discouraged to tell you 
that there was local opposition to signalizing the 
intersection.  People in Woodcliff Lake thought it 
would make us look too citified, I guess.  They liked 
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the rural character.  But the town, as most towns in 
Bergen County, particularly in Pascack Valley, 
continued to grow and expand.  We do need a major 
improvement to that signalized intersection, and, as 
I mentioned, it's bordered by two county roads.  

So, I was hoping, with the grant, that 
would help us acquire the 2.2 acres that is located 
right at that intersection. 

MR. FLORIO:  Three minutes, mayor. 
MR. LaPAGLIA:  So, as I said, I thought 

I would be able to say thank you, and that was the 
reason that I'm coming this evening, but your 
associate indicated to me that your practice is to 
have the public speak first.  So that's why I'm here, 
and if there's any questions I can answer, I'd be 
glad to. 

FREEHOLDER SULLIVAN:  That's the Galaxy 
Garden, correct?  

MR. LaPAGLIA:  Yes. 
FREEHOLDER SULLIVAN:  It's right across 

the street from the Old Mill?  
Mr. LaPAGLIA:  Yes.  Exactly. 
FREEHOLDER SULLIVAN:  My daughter is 

playing at the Old Mill right now, as we speak.  So 
if you get out of here, you can see them in softball. 
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MR. LaPAGLIA:  Actually, our mayor is I 
think in the same attendance, because one of his 
children -- I'm a little older, and both my daughters 
are married and I have grandchildren that age. 

FREEHOLDER SULLIVAN:  My daughter is 
pitching, so we're going to win. 

MR. LaPAGLIA:  Okay.  I won't argue 
with that. 

(Laughter.)
FREEHOLDER DeNICOLA:  Mayor, good 

evening.  I just wanted to clarify what exactly we 
were doing this evening.  

We're approving this resolution, which 
allows for a public hearing on June 13th on these 
three properties.  

I'm sorry, Chairman. 
CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  That's all right. 
FREEHOLDER DeNICOLA:  And once that 

public hearing takes place, the resolution for the 
actual approval of that Open Space grant monies 
toward these three projects will return to us here on 
the Freeholder Board, and then we'll vote on it.

MR. LaPAGLIA:  So I should really come 
back in June. 

FREEHOLDER DeNICOLA:  We'll accept your 
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thank you now. 
MR. LaPAGLIA:  Okay.  I appreciate 

that. 
CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Mayor, to your 

point, some people tell us how they would like us to 
vote on the agenda items, so that's why having the 
open portion of the meeting at the beginning gives 
them an opportunity to speak on what we're actually 
going to do. 

I know a lot of municipalities, mine 
also, did the open meeting after everything was 
already passed, a little late for them to come up and 
voice their opinion, but thank you for coming. 

MR. LaPAGLIA:  Thank you. 
FREEHOLDER SULLIVAN:  Thank you, mayor. 
FREEHOLDER FELICE:  Thank you, mayor. 
FREEHOLDER DeNICOLA:  Thank you, mayor. 
CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Cheryl Dispoto.
MS. DISPOTO:  Good evening, Cheryl 

Dispoto, Woodcliff Lake resident, lifelong Bergen 
County resident.  I've lived in Woodcliff Lake now 
for nearly 15 years.  

You may have received a letter from me 
last night.  I am the president of the Concerned 
Neighbors and Residents of Woodcliff Lake.  We formed 
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in 2013, and, like Mayor LaPaglia, I too thought we 
were coming to thank you.  We were at our Mayor and 
Council meeting last night, just after I sent that 
letter to all of you, and we found that this was 
going to be on the agenda tonight.  

This is a hot issue in Woodcliff Lake.  
The residents are very eager to preserve this 
location.  I would encourage all of you to consider 
this grant seriously.  

Mayor LaPaglia and I will be back on 
June 13th, and, hopefully, now that we have enough 
notice, I can bring some other folks back here too to 
witness the acquisition of Galaxy Gardens for the 
borough.  So I guess I'll thank all of you in advance 
as well. 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Thank you. 
MS. DISPOTO:  And hopefully we'll get 

this on for June 13th and wrap it up.  
Thank you. 
CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Thank you, Ms.  

Dispoto.  I was going to try to save you a trip down, 
but there was no number to reach out to you.

MS. DISPOTO:  That's okay, I have a 
meeting every other night, so that's fine. 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Thank you.  
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All right.  Seeing no one else wishing 
to speak, may I have a motion to close the meeting to 
the public?  

FREEHOLDER GANZ:  So moved. 
VICE-CHAIRWOMAN ZUR:  Second. 
CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  All in favor?  
(All present Freeholders respond in the 

affirmative.)  
CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Opposed?  
(No response.)
CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  The ayes have it, 

the meeting is now closed.
RESOLUTIONS OF UNANIMOUS CONSENT:

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Would the Clerk 
please read the resolutions on the Consent Agenda. 

MS. SCIANCALEPORE:  Resolutions of 
Consent are:  

#468-16 through #510-16. 
CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Can I have a motion 

to accept the resolutions on the Consent Agenda?  
FREEHOLDER DeNICOLA:  So moved. 
VICE-CHAIRWOMAN ZUR:  Second. 
CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Call the roll, 

please. 
(At this point in the proceeding roll 
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call is taken and the Resolutions of Unanimous 
Consent are passed by a unanimous vote.) 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Are there any 
Resolutions on Nonconsent, pulled or tabled?  

MS. SCIANCALEPORE:  There are none.
COMMITTEE REPORTS FROM FREEHOLDERS:

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Okay.  We'll now 
have Freeholder Committee Reports.  

Freeholder Voss, would you like to 
start tonight?  

FREEHOLDER VOSS:  Oh, thank you.  
This has been a very interesting week, 

and one of the things that I would like to call to 
your attention is that at the end of the month is 
Memorial Day.  I hope you all have seen members of 
the VFW on the various street corners selling these 
poppies.  It's really important that you buy them, to 
remember all of the sacrifices that have been made to 
keep this nation strong.  And in my town, we're going 
to have a very, very big parade and a big celebration 
of the sacrifices that have been made for this 
country, and so I hope people don't think of Memorial 
Day as a holiday, I hope they think of it as a day to 
remember all those who have made it possible for us 
to live in this great country.  
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Last week, a man by the name of Jack 
Doyle, who has been overseeing Friendship House, 
retired after seven years on the job.  He has done a 
magnificent job.  

Friendship House is a place where 
people with various disabilities can learn a trade or 
can learn how to be self-sufficient.  

One of the wonderful projects that went 
on at Friendship House was the development of a huge 
culinary kitchen.  And many of the young people there 
learned to cook, learned to bake, and learned to have 
jobs where they can be self-sufficient.  

I want to wish Jack Doyle well in his 
retirement.  He has done a great job.  

On the 25th of the month, most of us 
recognize the anniversary of the Armenian genocide.  
It was the 101st anniversary.  A lot of people don't 
realize that in the 20th century, there were many 
genocides.  

One of the first pieces of legislation 
that I introduced when I was in the Assembly was to 
recognize the Armenian genocide.  Our government has 
not recognized it.  The Assembly passed it back in 
2003, but it still hasn't been recognized on a 
national level.  Hopefully, in our lifetime it will 
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be recognized for what it was, a horrendous, 
horrendous genocide.  

The Asian Advisory Committee:  May is 
Asian Heritage Month, and we're going to be having a 
program here at the end of the month, I believe it's 
the 24th, but I'm not exactly sure if that's the 
date, and we will be recognizing the contributions 
that are made by our very, very diverse population up 
here in Bergen County.  We'll have some presentations 
by the Philippine community, by the Chinese 
community, by the Indian community, and it should be 
a wonderful evening.  We have so many different 
people living in Bergen County, we try to recognize 
the contributions of everyone who make this county, I 
think, the best county in the state.  

We had Law Day the other day, and what 
a wonderful program that was.  We had 24 people from 
a variety of nations sworn in as citizens of the 
United States.  It was very, very impressive.  And we 
had students who participate in Law Day who will 
become future lawyers.  We have big competitions here 
in Bergen County.  And we have, if you go downstairs, 
examples of fourth graders who have drawn posters 
about how important Law Day is and what a wonderful 
country we live in. 
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This year we're going to have a lot of 
historic preservation.  We'll be doing a lot.  And 
Bergen County has so many homes and so many places 
that are on the historic list.  This Thursday, there 
will be a program honoring people who have done 
things to preserve our heritage.  It will be at 7:00, 
I believe, at the Church on the Green.  So anybody 
interested in history and especially the history of 
Bergen County, make it a point to go.  I go every 
year, and it's just a wonderful experience.  

Today we recognized National Teacher 
Day.  We don't, I think, say enough about how 
important teachers are to our society, and we don't 
give them enough recognition.  Today we honored 
several, and we will be doing that throughout the 
month.  Is that correct, Chairman?  

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Yes. 
FREEHOLDER VOSS:  Because we want to 

draw attention to the contributions that are made in 
many, many of our towns.  

We were really honored that BCCLS came, 
and each of us received a children's book that will 
have -- what shall I say -- a story that is 
meaningful and has a lot of relevance to young 
people.  
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Whenever I go to schools, which is 
frequently, I'll say to the students, "What's the 
most important thing you can ever learn in school?"  

And they look at me and they think 
math, science.  

The most important thing is reading.  
Once you can read, the world is opened up to you and 
there are so many things that will make your life 
better.  So we encourage children to read at the very 
beginning of their academic careers, they will read 
through their whole life.  

And the last and most important thing 
is:  What is Sunday?  

Mother's Day.  It's Mother's Day.  So 
remember those who are mothers.  

I'm very lucky, because my son's 
birthday is on May 8th, so this year my best present 
will be the fact that I have a son.

So, thank you, Chairman.  That's my 
report. 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Thank you, 
Freeholder.  

Freeholder Ganz. 
FREEHOLDER GANZ:  Thank you.  I will be 

short and brief with this.
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Many of us were at the funeral of 
Lizette Parker over the weekend, earlier attended the 
wake.  It was a remarkable coming together of various 
communities and central Bergen County.  She was a 
remarkable woman.  Rev. Jackson was in rare form when 
he related this all to Queen Esther and the Persian 
Jews of 4,000 years ago.  

My thoughts then and now go to her 
family, young child and husband, and to the people of 
Teaneck.  My heart goes out to them.  

We started our budget hearings today.  
Many of us were here working starting at 7:30 this 
morning.  Budget Chair Felice has only done seven of 
the 19 scheduled hearings, and it's an exhausting 
pace, but we are going through it line-by-line, and I 
think that the results will be pleasing to all of us.  

Memorial Day is coming up, and there 
are a number of wonderful parades that most of us 
march in.  I will be going first to Fair Lawn, and I 
think it's one of the better parades, so you all come 
to Fair Lawn, you will be most welcome. 

FREEHOLDER VOSS:  I object.
(Laughter.) 
FREEHOLDER GANZ:  In the meantime, 

those who are celebrating Mother's Day and to mothers 
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everywhere, have a wonderful, wonderful Mother's Day.  
That concludes my report, Chairman. 
CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Thank you, 

Freeholder.  
Freeholder Sullivan. 
FREEHOLDER SULLIVAN:  Thank you, 

Chairman.  
First, I just want to say I hope 

everyone who celebrated Passover had a happy 
Passover.  I was fortunate enough to celebrate with 
my wife's family and my children, and it was a great 
day.  Happy Passover to everyone. 

Tonight we passed Resolution #475-16 
that will bring approximately 2,900 meals to seniors 
to be distributed through the Pascack Valley.  

I think it's our duty as elected 
officials to make sure that these programs continue, 
and I'm very happy to be part of that, especially in 
the county and in the valley where I live, in the 
Pascack Valley.  

Freeholder Voss brought up Jack Doyle.  
I had the pleasure of serving with Jack Doyle.  When 
I was a Montvale councilman, he was our Borough 
Administrator.  I think he served for Mayor LaPaglia 
as well.  He is just a wonderful, wonderful 
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individual, great guy, one of the best grant writers 
I've ever seen, and I wish him well in his retirement 
as well.  

Also, last week we had the chance to 
meet with the Bergen County Animal Rescue Team.  They 
showed us their emergency trailer.  They showed us 
how they interact in emergencies, what they do for 
the animals, not just the animals but the animals and 
the families, and it was great to see.  It was great 
to see how these people do what they do and maintain 
the compassion.  I know this will go a long way with 
Freeholder Voss, compassion for the animals we have 
in our county.  

I believe we're the only one in New 
Jersey that has that trailer, and it's just a 
wonderful program.  It just shows Bergen County cares 
about everyone and everything, and we're out in front 
as usual to do the right thing for our residents.  

I have to jump again to the National 
Teacher Day.  My wife's a teacher.  If I don't 
mention it, I will not be able to eat.  

I wish everyone in that profession 
well.  It's one of the most noble professions.  I 
know there's a lot of things going on in the state 
when they talk about teachers, but I saw a thing on 
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Facebook the other day and it said as much as we want 
to bash teachers, if you want to be a doctor, you 
have to be taught by a teacher; if you want to be a 
lawyer, you have to be taught by a teacher, and 
everything that goes with it, any profession in the 
world, you start by being taught by a teacher.  And I 
think we sometimes lose sight of that, and I don't 
think we should.  So I want to wish everyone a nice 
National Teachers Day.  

The 2016 budget has been mentioned.  I 
look forward to working with all my colleagues to 
deliver a responsible budget.  Sometimes it's not a 
popular budget, but it's going to be a responsible 
budget, it's going to be a budget that takes care of 
seniors, takes care of veterans, takes care of our 
colleges, and it's going to be a responsible budget.

We have some tasks ahead of us to 
tackle, but I think as a Freeholder Board, we can 
probably do that just as we did last year and come 
together and deliver a responsible budget to the 
county.  And I commend my colleague, Freeholder 
Felice, for not just throwing together these 
meetings, but the professionalism in which he's done 
it in conducting himself.  And the last two years, 
the Department Heads know what to expect from our 
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Budget Chair, and it seems like it's getting a little 
easier.  It's a crazy schedule, though, John, but 
thank you for putting it together because it will 
benefit us.

Lastly, I just want to echo what David 
Ganz spoke about, Lizette Parker.  Other people knew 
her a lot better than I did, but in the time I had 
known her, we came to be friends, and I want to send 
my condolences out to her family.  God bless her.

Thank you.
CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Thank you, 

Freeholder.
Freeholder Felice.
FREEHOLDER FELICE:  Thank you, Mr. 

Chairman.  
I'm going to circle back and speak a 

little bit about the budget process.  For us, it's 
the most important aspect and the biggest 
responsibility we have as Freeholders is the county 
budget.  

I've been honored to have been asked 
not once, but twice, to be the Chairman of this very 
important committee.  

I look at the budget as a culmination 
of all our priorities and perspectives and objectives 
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as a whole body.  We're for all the people of Bergen 
County that receive our services, as well as the 
taxpayers that have to foot the bill.  You know, it's 
a part of every person's property taxes when they're 
paying about 60 some odd percent, if not more, for 
the Board of Ed, about 33 percent, and the rest then 
is county.  Notwithstanding, it's a huge amount of 
money, but it is also very important that we never 
lose sight of who we're looking to serve:  The people 
that can't care for themselves, for people that are 
seniors, that need assistance, for our veterans, for 
the people that are disabled, for people that have 
drug addictions.  We can go on.  You know, for having 
well maintained streets.  We talked about salt today, 
you know, as unromantic as that might be.  We talked 
about how do we prepare for, you know, the 
emergencies of the weather in the winter and working 
with shared services, but, nevertheless, I take my 
role very seriously.  We have to look at how do we 
balance the burden on the taxpayer but also on the 
services that we provide.  

I couldn't be more lucky to work with 
not just my colleagues but friends in this endeavor, 
in this exploration of finding the truth, and the 
truth is the balance between the cost and the 
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services and the benefit that it provides.  And I 
don't believe there's anyone on this Board that 
doesn't really in their heart want the best budget 
and provide those services in a way that we talk 
about balancing.  So we'll get there.  Actually, 
we've done eight committee meetings or hearings.  We 
have another 11 to go.  And I hope by next week, we 
introduce the budget and we begin the process of 
moving forward with another series of objectives, 
when it comes before our body.  

Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for the time 
allotted to me.  

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Thank you, 
Freeholder.  

Freeholder DeNicola. 
FREEHOLDER DeNICOLA:  Thank you, Mr. 

Chairman.  
First, I wanted to follow-up on 

something that Freeholder Sullivan had said about 
CART's new kennel trailer that was delivered.  "CART" 
is the Citizens Animal Response Team, very similar to 
CERT, but they volunteer to help evacuate animals in 
the event of a disaster.  

I think it's important that we give a 
shout-out to Jeff Bell of the American Kennel Club.  
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He was the one who organized all of the funding, 
donations, and financing for not only the trailer but 
all of the supplies and folded up kennels that were 
in the trailer.  So it came to us at no cost to the 
county.  And while we're No. 1, they delivered one to 
Morris County.  They're going to continue their good 
work throughout the State of New Jersey.  

It is National Teacher Appreciation 
Week and National Teacher Appreciation Day today, and 
I wanted to mention a few things that we've done in 
education, as we thank all of our teachers and 
everyone who's associated with the education that's 
delivered throughout the county here.  

In between some of our budget hearings, 
we had two Board of School Estimate meetings, David 
Ganz chaired one and Freeholder Voss chaired the 
other, for the Vo-Tech Schools and also for Bergen 
Community College.  

So we listened to a lot of the changes 
and initiatives that are going on there, and we did 
vote on their budget for the coming year.  They do 
not follow our budget schedule.  They're on the 
school schedule, while were on a calendar year.  
Their fiscal year follows the school calendar.  

I also wanted to mention something that 
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happened in Woodcliff Lake.  I understand last night 
that the Mayor and Council passed the Access for All 
resolution.  

Access for All, as many of you may be 
familiar, is an Advisory Committee made up of members 
of the community, as well as emergency services, the 
governing body, professionals, the school community, 
and the idea is to keep the discussions, satisfy the 
needs, and look to enhance the quality of life of 
those with disabilities who live in our 
municipalities across New Jersey.  

It was an initiative started in the 
Senate by Loretta Weinberg, the Assembly by Valerie 
Huttle.  I had the privilege to do it here five years 
ago already, and we're about halfway across the 
county reaching our goal of getting Access for All 
committees established in each and every one of the 
70 municipalities in Bergen County.  

I wanted to mention, I did receive a 
response from the County Executive on my letter to 
rescind the permit for surveying to Pilgrim Pipeline 
and his explanation of why he felt it necessary to 
move forward.  And I wanted to ask the Administrator 
if maybe we could, second best, consider having an 
environment engineer, an engineer from the county, 
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accompany the surveying team that Pilgrim hired when 
they're on county property at least so we can be sure 
that the property is protected and the job that's 
done is up to the goals that they're looking for 
there.  So I ask if you would pass that along. 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR NOVELLI:  Sure 
thing. 

FREEHOLDER DeNICOLA:  The last thing I 
wanted to mention is:  May is also National Military 
Appreciation Month.  And I know that we intend to 
celebrate it later in the month as a Freeholder 
Board, but I wanted to mention it tonight because so 
many things happen in the early part of May.  

May 1st is generally Law Day, but most 
of us know it as Loyalty Day in the United States.  
The day when you reaffirm your loyalty and 
appreciation for this country and what it does for 
all of us.  Many VFWs and American Legions have 
events on that day, and include children in school 
essay contests, things like that.

And, of course, May 6th is VE Day, 
Victory in Europe.  

May 8th, which is the Friday before 
Mother's Day, is Military Spouses Day.  

And while I have a son and a 
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daughter-in-law, they're both military spouses, I 
guess they'll have to honor one another on that day 
as we try to honor both of them.  

And, of course, at the end of the 
month, the month culminates in Memorial Day, honoring 
those who truly gave the ultimate sacrifice.  

I just wanted to ask those who are out 
there in Bergen County if they would remember those 
who are actively serving today.  We very often focus 
our attention, and we talked about this during the 
budget hearing for veterans services, on those 
veterans who have needs who are in crisis, who we 
absolutely need to support and help and take care of.  
But we also need to say thank you to those veterans 
who may be quietly living in and about our 
neighborhoods and our towns and those actively 
serving today.  

We have a number of organizations, 
Mahwah Moms.  They're Mahwah Marine Moms.  And also 
Adopt a Soldier Platoon out of Fair Lawn.  

So, if you do find some time, maybe 
send a package off through an organization or through 
someone you know.  It's amazing, when you become a 
part of this community, how many people you get to 
know, even employees in this building who have 
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children and relatives who are serving in the 
military today, quietly serving, and I think that we 
need to remember them.  

And that's the end of my report, Mr. 
Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Thank you.  
Freeholder Zur. 
VICE-CHAIRWOMAN ZUR:  Thank you.
Touching on where Freeholder DeNicola 

just left off, you know, one of the challenges of 
budgeting, budgeting is an exercise in showing your 
priorities, and one of the things that we heard in 
yesterday's budget hearings was the tremendous impact 
that we're having now in the increased services that 
we're providing to our veterans community on ending 
veterans homelessness, prioritizing employment for 
our veterans.  So, yes, this is a wonderful time to 
show our support for those serving and it is 
something that we intend to continue to do as a 
Freeholder Board as we go through and exercise and 
demonstrate our priorities as we go through this 
budget process.  

The last two weeks I kind of felt like 
I had a one-two punch, not only losing my dear 
friend, Lizette Parker, but also losing my uncle.  I 
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want to thank so many in the community for the 
outpouring support for my family during this time, 
and thank also so many who supported and are 
continuing to support the Parker family.  There has 
been a scholarship established in the name of Alyssa 
Parker to help for her college costs.  And, so, 
anyone who is interested in taking that information, 
I'll make that available.  

To snap me out of my funk, it was 
wonderful to have Take your Child to Work Day here in 
Bergen County.  I brought my ten-year-old daughter, 
Logan.  And to be able to see all the children of the 
employees throughout the county really learning 
hands-on what each of the departments do with 
child-friendly activities demonstrating the different 
departments, not only seeing all the police vehicles 
and the animals through the animal rescue, but 
learning about how elections work and our Mosquito 
Control works and all of those things.  So it was a 
wonderful experience to be able to take my daughter 
to see what I do on a daily basis and the impact that 
we're having here in this county.  

We also had an opportunity on Take your 
Child to Work Day, the Greater Community Action 
Board, where I serve, had a thank you event for all 
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of the administrators.  These are the unsung heroes, 
the people behind Head Start, the people behind so 
much economic development that is going on, and it 
was a way of saying thank you to them for their 
efforts and it was a wonderful event.  

One of the other things that we've been 
working on tremendously has been Project Search.  The 
deadline for applications for Project Search is this 
coming Friday.  

What Project Search is, it's a program 
for young adults with developmental disabilities, 
which provides them with three different internships 
in the course of the school year, hands-on experience 
that will leave them with portable job skills.  We 
are the pilot in the State of New Jersey.  This 
program has been broken out at 400 places throughout 
the country.  And their placement rates are 
73 percent employment, whereas those with 
disabilities in the State of New Jersey only have a 
37 percent employment rate.  

So this is a really tremendous effort 
braiding the funding between the county, the school 
districts, the Department of Vocational 
Rehabilitation, and DDD, as well as partnering with 
the businesses, which will be Hackensack and Holy 



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

40

Name hospitals, to give young people real 
opportunities at not just jobs but really sustainable 
jobs where they can achieve independence.  

So, if you have not gotten your 
application in, now is definitely the time.  Please 
go onto the Workforce Development Board website and 
talk to your individuals with your IEPs, because this 
is really an amazing opportunity for those who are 18 
to 21, who have already completed their academics but 
can really have that transition into meaningful 
employment. 

I also want to mention that May is 
Mental Health Awareness Month.  I think one of the 
things that also kind of took the air out of my wind 
this week was the suicide of an eighth grader in 
Ridgewood.  

So, please, know that there are 
services here in the county.  We are here to help.  
We have individuals who can help with screening or 
help with providing the support that families need to 
get them the tools to help deal with different mental 
health challenges.

Finally, I want to say congratulations 
to John Danubio, who was sworn in this week as a 
Commissioner for the Northwest Bergen County 
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Utilities Authority.  
John, you are going to be a wonderful 

advocate for all of us in the northwest part of the 
county as you deal with -- I won't use the word, say 
the expletive, but a lot of sewerage issues.  But 
thank you for your service in that capacity, and I 
know you're going to be an asset.  

MR. DANUBIO:  Thank you. 
VICE-CHAIRWOMAN ZUR:  Sorry, Chairman. 
CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Thank you, 

Freeholder. 
FREEHOLDER FELICE:  How do you follow 

that?  
CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  It's not easy.  
Tonight we passed Resolution #507-16, 

which was naming May "Teacher Appreciation Month."  
I just want to congratulate, tonight we 

brought in not just the executives from the BCA, but 
we brought in two teachers from Wood-Ridge, Melanie 
Rose-Rella from the Catherine E. Doyle Elementary 
School, and David Porfido from Wood-Ridge Junior 
Senior High School, who were Wood-Ridge's Teachers of 
the Year.  

As Freeholder Voss mentioned, we're 
going to try to recognize the individuals that are 
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being recognized in their communities as the month 
goes on.  

Freeholder Zur mentioned Take your 
Child to Work Day.  It was a great day at One Bergen 
County Plaza.  I'd like to thank all of the 
departments that participated and all the first 
responders that spent all the time with the children 
explaining exactly how they do their job and all the 
different things that Bergen County offers as far as 
Public Safety and first response.  

I'd like to congratulate our own Deputy 
Clerk, Lara Rodriguez, who I had the honor of 
swearing in to her seat back on the Board of 
Education in Hackensack.  

I'd also like to congratulate her on 
being reelected as the Vice President of that board.  
It just shows you the respect that her colleagues 
have in her.  

It's truly an honor when you sit up 
here, when you're asked to actually swear other 
people in who run for office and want to spend their 
time giving back to their communities.  

The Meadowlands Chamber of Commerce, 
they honored six honorees for leadership and 
commitment to others.  It was a great breakfast.  
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There was a blind gentleman, who lost his sight at 
four-years-old, who was a keynote speaker.  His name 
is David Denotaris from Belleville, New Jersey.  He 
tours the country as a motivational speaker.  I have 
to tell you, he really makes you question what we're 
doing.  He makes it seem like we're doing nothing 
compared to what he's doing and what's he's offering 
and the obstacles that he's overcome to get where he 
is.  If anyone has an opportunity, he has videos on 
YouTube, it's definitely worth a few minutes to look 
him up and listen.  

I just want to mention the rescue 
trailer.  So, everyone keeps saying it's better to be 
prepared for a disaster and never get the disaster 
than to get the disaster and not be prepared.  And 
that's one of the things we learned in the hundred 
year storms.  I always laugh when they say hundred 
year storms, we had two of them in two years, and 
what it's done is it's actually helped us get ready 
and prepared and find different solutions and 
different ways to work together, talk about the 
people that were displaced, and some of them down in 
the south part of the state still aren't even back in 
their homes yet.  Up north, we had our own flooding 
issues, so we really worked with Open Space and Blue 
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Acre money to really try to alleviate some of those 
problems throughout our county.  South Bergen was 
crushed, so was up towards Westwood, Oakland.  

So, through Open Space, we're really 
trying to work with the money we have there to try to 
alleviate some of those problems, not just for the 
municipalities but to also alleviate some of the 
burden for the homeowners.  

So with that, that concludes my report.
Without anything else coming before 

this Board, may I have a motion to adjourn?  
FREEHOLDER SULLIVAN:  So moved. 
VICE-CHAIRWOMAN ZUR:  Second. 
CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  One last thing, I 

had forgotten to thank my wife.  I don't want to 
forget to wish my wife and my mother and all the 
women on this Board a very Happy Mother's Day. 

FREEHOLDER VOSS:  Thank you. 
CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  So thank you. 
FREEHOLDER SULLIVAN:  We don't want to 

forget that. 
CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Please call the 

roll. 
MR. FLORIO:  Viva voce. 
CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  All in favor?
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(All present Freeholders respond in the 
affirmative.)

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Opposed?  
(No response.)
CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  The ayes have it, 

the meeting is adjourned. 
MR. FLORIO:  At 8:19.
(Whereupon, the Public Meeting is 

adjourned at 8:19 p.m.)
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certify that the foregoing is a verbatim record of 
the testimony provided under oath before any court, 
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I am not related to the parties 
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this action.

This transcript complies with 
Regulation 13:43-5.9 of the New Jersey Administrative 
Code.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
KIM O. FURBACHER, CRCR, CCR, RMR
License #XIO1042, and Notary Public 
of New Jersey

My Commission Expires:
7/11/19


