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CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  The meeting is 

called to order at 7:32.  

I ask everyone to please take a moment 

to silence their phones before we begin.  

Will the Clerk please read the 

compliance with the Sen. Byron Baer Open Public 

Meetings Act. 

MS. SCIANCALEPORE:  In accordance with 

Section 5 of the Sen. Byron Baer Open Public Meetings 

Act, adequate notice of this meeting has been 

provided in the Annual Notice Schedule, which 

contained the time, date, and location of this 

meeting, copies of which Notices were forwarded to 

the official County newspapers, to wit:  The Herald 

News; The Record; and the Star Ledger, and a copy of 

which was posted on the bulletin board in the Bergen 

County Justice Center and Administration Building, 

One Bergen County Plaza, Hackensack, New Jersey, and 

filed with the Office of the Bergen County Clerk.

ROLL CALL

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Please call the 

roll.

(At this point in the proceeding roll 

call is taken with Freeholders DeNicola, Felice, 

Ganz, Sullivan, Voss, Vice-Chairwoman Zur, and 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

6

Chairman Tanelli present.) 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Evidence of a quorum 

is present. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Will everybody 

please rise for the Pledge of Allegiance. 

(At this point in the proceeding all 

rise for a recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.)

MINUTES

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Will the Clerk 

please read the minutes to be accepted. 

MS. SCIANCALEPORE:  October 19, 2016 - 

Work Session; absent, Freeholder Felice. 

October 19, 2016 - Public Session; 

absent, Freeholder Felice. 

FREEHOLDER DeNICOLA:  I make a motion 

on the minutes, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Can I have a second?  

FREEHOLDER GANZ:  Second. 

FREEHOLDER VOSS:  Second. 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  All in favor?

(All present Freeholders respond in the 

affirmative, with Freeholder Felice abstaining.)

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  The ayes have it.

HEARING OF THE GENERAL PUBLIC
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CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Can I have a motion 

to open the meeting to the public?  

FREEHOLDER GANZ:  So moved. 

VICE-CHAIRWOMAN ZUR:  Second. 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  All in favor?

(All present Freeholders respond in the 

affirmative.)

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Any opposed?

(No response.) 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  The ayes have it.  

We'll now have a hearing of the general public, with 

a three-minute time limit in effect in accordance 

with the Bergen County Freeholder bylaws.  

The Board Attorney will keep the time.  

When the time of the speaker expires, the timekeeper 

will announce the time has expired.  

Please fill out a slip of paper with 

your name, address, and the general topic, if you 

wish to speak. 

Our first speaker will be Michele Hart. 

MS. HART-LOUGHLIN:  I come en masse.  

Come up, my people.  

The whole room is my people, almost.  

FREEHOLDER SULLIVAN:  I don't know if 

it's Moses or the Pied Piper. 
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MS. HART-LOUGHLIN:  Okay.  Good 

evening. 

Although we started out with a little 

levity, with a smile and some laughter, why we're 

here is all very serious, and I really don't need to 

go into much about what brought us here, because I 

know that I'm singing to the choir here.  

You have all been such a tremendous 

support in our passionate fight to preserve and 

protect our community mental health system.  We can 

go on and on all night about the value that it plays 

in our community and the important role it has.  

Freeholder DeNicola and Freeholder 

Sullivan were here last night where we heard 

passionate stories about individuals who lost their 

lives to addiction, and they shared with us that it 

was much easier to turn to drugs and substances than 

to go to see a therapist or a psychiatrist to get 

assistance for depression or a mental illness. 

It was really profound, with the number 

of people who stood up to say the names of loved ones 

who were lost as a result of this.  

So, Dr. Voss, thank you so much for 

Resolution #1174.  As you know, this is just one tiny 

step of the many steps that we're going to have to 
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forge together to protect and preserve our community 

mental health system, because it is under tremendous 

strain with the change in the Medicaid 

fee-for-services system, and I'm not so confident 

that it can survive the strain that it's placed 

under.  

So we're going to have to work 

together, to tie it, put Band-Aids on it, sew it, 

crochet it, whatever we need to do, but we all know 

this is a valuable system, an essential system to 

Bergen County, and we won't let our residents suffer 

if it breaks.  

So thank you very much.  My people all 

thank you.  

And, please, each time you see your 

lanyard, we gave you a little token of our Bergen 

County Stigma-Free lanyard.  We're at 44 towns, and 

amazing things are happening across the county.  

Yesterday I got the commitment from 

Norah Peck, our Superintendent of Schools, that she's 

going to be meeting in a roundtable with some of the 

students who want to come forward and add their voice 

to it to explain why we need to do this as adults to 

change the way that we are doing things in this 

society to be emotionally well.  So that's just one 
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little thing.  We'll talk more.  

Thank you so much. 

(Applause.) 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Carmen H.  

You don't want to talk?  

MS. HERNANDEZ:  No. 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  We enjoy it. 

MS. HERNANDEZ:  No. 

Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Bill Brennan. 

MR. BRENNAN:  Good evening, 

Freeholders, Freeholder Chairman.  

My name is Bill Brennan.  I live at 14 

Iowa Road in Wayne, New Jersey.  

I'm here about this document which was 

served upon you today or yesterday, and it's a 

lawsuit detailing a violation of my civil rights, and 

it was a completely avoidable lawsuit.  

Some of you are looking like you 

haven't heard about it yet, which is troubling, 

because two years ago I attempted to enter this 

building wearing a shirt that said "Tedesco."  I was 

confronted at the door by armed agents of the county 

who told me that because of the content of the speech 

on my shirt, I was not permitted to enter this 
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building.  And I was then detained, and then I was 

harassed.  

At the end of that, I was allowed to 

come in, after the Superintendent of Elections -- 

once I entered the building, I was able to ascertain 

that the Superintendent of Elections had never said 

that this building is a polling place. 

Now, I want you to think about what 

happened there, and think about it in the context of 

the George Washington Bridge case that's going on.  

David Wildstein decided he was going to 

close off access to the George Washington Bridge.  

Kathe Donovan decided she was going to close off 

access to One Bergen County Plaza.  

David Wildstein used the Port Authority 

Police to enforce his edict.  Kathe Donovan used the 

Bergen County Police to enforce her edict.  

David Wildstein said that it was a 

legitimate traffic study that was the basis for his 

intentional, ill-motivated act.  Kathe Donovan said 

this was a legitimate polling place, when it was not 

Election Day. 

Patrick Foye, the Executive Director of 

the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey, had to 

oversee what was going on, step in and order that 
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those lanes be reopened.  United States District 

Court Judge Esther Salas had to step in and order 

that this building be reopened. 

Now, I came here to make a point that 

day, and I thought my point was made when a temporary 

restraining order was entered and a temporary 

injunction was entered, and the gentlemen who had 

preceded me and were turned away, who happened to be 

members of the Sheriff's Department supporting 

Tedesco, they were turned away in violation of their 

rights and their rights were completely abrogated.  

Mr. Tedesco, why?  A federal judge 

ruled.  Two years later, you're up to $200,000 of 

taxpayer money still fighting this.  

One of the demands that they're asking 

is that you give up the right to declare this 

building a polling place and restrict political 

activity, and that's a very reasonable request.  

I've got a document that says you 

refused to do that.

Now, I don't know if you guys actually 

refused to do that, but the lawyers who are churning 

this file, 200,000 tax dollars on nonsense could have 

been settled rather simply, rather easily.  "Yes, 

that was a mistake, we'll never do it again, how can 
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we compensate you?"  

The damages were very small then.  But 

now you're going to have to pay these guys damages, 

you have to pay their attorney fees, the cost for 

depositions.  This is not good government.  I don't 

know what's going in this county that you got so much 

money you can give so much to Scarinci Hollenbeck, 

and Thomas Hanrahan, and who knows who else is 

involved in this case. 

MR. SAMOUILIDIS:  Time has expired. 

MR. BRENNAN:  Can I have another 

minute?  

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Please wrap it up.

MR. BRENNAN:  All I'm telling you is 

that Bergen County pulled its own Wildstein and 

there's a federal criminal trial going on over the 

exact same scenario, there are parallels that are 

uncanny to what went on.  The only difference is, 

this affected five people and that affected 50,000 

people. 

But you've got to do something about 

this, because now that I have filed a lawsuit, this 

is not going to be forgotten.  You are going to be 

seeing a lot of me and hearing a lot from me, unless 

and until you agree that the temporary restraining 
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order that a federal judge issued is now permanent 

and you'll never try it again.  Because nobody is 

looking out for the First Amendment rights for the 

people of this county and this state, and I intend to 

do it, if nobody else is going to do it. 

Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Thank you.  

Mr. Nickels. 

MR. NICKELS:  Good evening, Paul 

Nickels. 

Thank you, again, Freeholder Voss and 

all the Freeholders.  I'm glad that you guys are 

keeping this in the forefront, because we can't let 

this go on the back burner, we just can't.  

What I wanted to bring up tonight, 

there's a problem with the rooming houses, which we 

all know.  I know Freeholder Zur is very into the 

housing and helping homeless, and I brought this to 

Alex's attention, there's a company called "Just 

Rooms LLC."  He has the majority of the rooming 

houses in Hackensack.  And when I was OPRA'ing today 

at one of the towns all his violations, health 

violations, other violations, I decided to stop in 

the court just to see what the judge was doing, 

what's going on in court today.  And the judge called 
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Wayne Ruddick (phonetic), the owner, or one of the 

owners, and I was like, the thing that bothers me is, 

I'll walk down the street and I'll see someone and 

like I'll call, "Michele," and sometimes there's -- 

what I'm trying to say is, I'll say, "Are you 

homeless?" like I'll think the person is homeless, 

and they'll say, "No, but I'm scared to go home."  

So why are we housing people in places 

that aren't fit?  And, I mean, there's some really 

serious stuff, but people are scared to come forward 

because this one company takes advantage of mentally 

ill people and will kick you out, if you complain.  

I'm going to get the actual violations 

and show you guys, because I hear this throughout the 

year.  It's terrible.  

I hear, "Oh, but it's better than being 

on the street."  

Well, you know what, I don't know about 

that.  For a female to worry about where she's 

sleeping, that someone is going to come into the room 

and take the sheets off her, that's kind of scary.  

So I spoke to the DCA, and I'm just 

hoping that we can look into this.  I don't know how 

you guys can help, but, I mean, I spoke to the towns.  

That's just the main thing that I 
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wanted to bring up.  

I'll end on a good note.  

My little eviction prevention campaign 

that I've been working on, I went to the court and 

figured out what the court system is, and also 

Housing Authority, their legal representation told me 

how they do the evictions.  

I think we're going to come up with a 

good conclusion where we can make it easy.  So I want 

to thank Lynn Bartlett.  They're going to make it 

easier for people to find out, because the courts are 

not getting the resources out for preventing 

homelessness, preventing eviction, if they don't know 

about it.  If you don't know there are resources out 

there, how are you going to know to ask?  So that's 

something that they are working on. 

MR. SAMOUILIDIS:  Time has expired. 

MR. NICKELS:  Okay.  Thank you.  

So let's hope that we can get the 

county to do it and wherever it need be, you know.  

But thank you for keeping mental health in the 

forefront. 

Thank you very much. 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Thanks, Paul. 

Mr. Powers. 
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MR. POWERS:  Chuck Powers, Bergen 

Grassroots.  

I want to echo actually what Mr. 

Nickels just said.  

I just came from a meeting in Teaneck 

where the fact that the town has now joined the 

Stigma-Free initiative is being talked about at a 

community meeting.  It's spreading in this town.  And 

I think the role of this Freeholder Board in keeping 

community mental health and its relationship to how 

to tweak both addiction and long-term mental health 

questions is one of the exciting things that is going 

on in government, and thank you very much for that. 

Those of you who are aware of the 

effort we made last week to draw together 13 of the 

14 candidates who are running for county office know 

that there is in fact on the website, Bergen 

Grassroots, the complete video of both of those 

sessions in segmented form.  So I think that you can 

actually figure out, if you didn't want to watch the 

whole thing, which of course most of you want to do, 

you can actually figure out which pieces of it you 

want to hear.  In addition, you can also see the 

panel that Bergen Grassroots led on the issues 

associated with Bergen Regional.  The fact that 
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you're going to be able to maintain your same 

schedule for handling that ordinance, I understood 

that from this afternoon's meeting, which is good 

news, and I think that's an exciting effort that you 

folks are making.  But you can actually hear the 

author of that bill talk about how she thinks that 

that works, by watching the video of that meeting. 

One other thing -- I'm sorry in talking 

about this tonight, because I would like for all of 

Bergen residents and voters to know about the fact 

that they can get really good information, not only 

about our videos, but also about what the League of 

Women Voters have on YouTube and the excellent 

information they have up on their website.  There is 

good information for the voter out there, and it's 

only too bad that the commitment you folks made the 

other day to simultaneous broadcast not only of these 

meetings but also of the afternoon meetings is 

actually not going to begin until after that 

election, but we're looking forward to having you do 

that.  

Thank you very much. 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Thank you. 

FREEHOLDER DeNICOLA:  Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Barbara Cho. 
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MS. CHO:  Thank you for allowing me to 

speak.  

I'm a resident of Norwood, and I'm a 

U.S. Air Force Cold War Veteran.  I'm a member of the 

Fort Lee VFW, and I'm also a member of the Bergen 

County Veterans Advisory Board.  So I want to thank 

you for your appointment, and I hope you continue to 

appoint me to this very fulfilling, very wonderful 

position that I have.  

People probably come here before you 

for two things, and that's, one, to complain, and, 

two, to ask for money.  

So I'm here to say something and then 

to ask for a favor.  

The first thing I want to say is I want 

to tell you thank you very much for the Vietnam 

Veterans Moving Memorial Wall and how touching that 

was.  It was a beautiful ceremony.  We couldn't have 

had a better afternoon, could we have?  And we had 

the Honor Guard, we had the 21 gun salute.  It was 

just reflective and solemn.  

But then what happened, when everybody 

went home, all the county dignitaries certainly were 

there and then everybody went home, but the wall 

continued, and people came and continued to view the 
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wall.  

I had always thought of the wall as a 

place that humanizes those people who sacrificed 

their lives for us, but what it really was is it was 

a place where you brought those soldiers -- I'm 

sorry, it's very touching -- you brought them home.  

I witnessed a friend of mine, her 

family was the uncle, brother, grandnephew and 

nieces, he was the uncle, the brother, the 

granduncle, and they brought their trophies, they 

brought their photographs.  When they heard his name 

called, then we all cried.  And so it was where they 

touched with him and it was their way of saying this 

is how we're doing, this is what we're doing, we're 

going on with life.  

And I also happen to know the family is 

very active in the community.  I mean, his spirit has 

carried on.  He was one of two Bergen County Medal of 

Honor recipients.  He threw his body on a grenade to 

save the other soldiers around him, and that's how he 

met his demise.  

So if I can stop crying, I wasn't going 

to do this, but thank you very much. 

Now, the favor I have to ask is that, I 

have a son, some of you have met him, and he has a 
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birthday on Saturday.  He's in his early 20s, and 

he's a very special young man.  He doesn't smoke, 

drink, carry on, or take drugs or anything.  

Some of his friends, the few friends he 

has, are kind of going on the horizon, and he's a 

little concerned that nobody might celebrate his 

birthday with him, and he's a little blue about that.  

So what I've done, this is what mothers do, I brought 

a bunch of birthday cards, and everywhere I go, then 

I pull out a birthday card and I ask, "Would you 

please sign a birthday card for my son?"  

Some people know him and some people 

don't.  I've asked strangers to sign one with a 

little note of encouragement.  

If he could have a birthday card -- 

and, by the way, it's a surprise.  If you know him, 

please don't say anything.  I hope he doesn't watch 

this beforehand.  This would be really awesome to 

have one from the Bergen County Freeholders.  Is that 

possible?  Can I pass that up?  

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Certainly.

MS. CHO:  And anyone else that wants 

who sign it.  And his name is Jon, J-O-N.  If you met 

him, he would say "J-O-N, not J-O-H-N."  

So thank you very much.  
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Do you have a Housing Advisory Board 

just like the Veterans Advisory Board?  I'm wondering 

if that might solve his gentleman's situation. 

VICE-CHAIRWOMAN ZUR:  Oh, he's very 

involved in everything.  We do, and he is involved. 

MS. CHO:  And also a couple of people 

and I have discussed Stigma-Free Norwood.  As a 

matter of fact, we had a conversation with that 

gentleman and somebody else who goes to church, I 

can't even remember, in Norwood. 

MR. SAMOUILIDIS:  Time has expired. 

FREEHOLDER DeNICOLA:  Oh, Judy.  Yes. 

MS. CHO:  All right.  Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Thank you.  

We can sign this as we continue with 

the meeting.  

If no one else wishes to speak, may I 

have a motion to close the meeting to the public?  

VICE-CHAIRWOMAN ZUR:  So moved. 

FREEHOLDER FELICE:  Second. 

FREEHOLDER DeNICOLA:  Second. 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  All in favor?

(All present Freeholders respond in the 

affirmative.)

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Any opposed?
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(No response.) 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  The ayes have it.  

We are now closed to the public.

RESOLUTIONS OF UNANIMOUS CONSENT

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Will the Clerk 

please read the Resolutions on the Consent Agenda. 

MS. SCIANCALEPORE:  Resolutions on 

Consent are:  #1067-16 through #1091-16, #1144-16 

through #1177-16. 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Can I have a motion?  

FREEHOLDER GANZ:  Move the Consent 

Agenda. 

FREEHOLDER DeNICOLA:  Second. 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Thank you.  

Please call the roll. 

(At this point in the proceeding roll 

call is taken and the Resolutions of Unanimous 

Consent are passed by a unanimous vote.)

RESOLUTIONS OF NONCONSENT

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Are there any 

Resolutions of Nonconsent, pulled or tabled?  

If so, will the Clerk please read them. 

MS. SCIANCALEPORE:  There are none. 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Thank you.

ORDINANCES



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

24

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  We'll now go on to 

two ordinances for Second Reading and Adoption. 

Second Reading and Adoption of 

Ordinance 16-26.  

Will the Clerk please read Ordinance 

16-26 by title only. 

MS. SCIANCALEPORE:  The Proof of 

Publication of Ordinance, Notice of Public Hearing 

was published in The Record and the Herald News on 

Sunday, October 23rd, 2016, and is on file in my 

office.  

A copy of the Notice of Hearing and 

Ordinance No. 16-26 was duly posted, pursuant to 

N.J.S.A. 40A:2-17, on Friday, October 21, 2016.  

The title is read as follows:  

"BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS BY THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, 

APPROPRIATING THE AGGREGATE AMOUNT OF $4,725,000 

THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $4,499,000 

BONDS OR NOTES OF THE COUNTY TO FINANCE PART OF THE 

COST THEREOF." 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  May I have a motion 

to open the hearing to Ordinance 16-26 to the public?  

FREEHOLDER GANZ:  So moved. 

FREEHOLDER VOSS:  Second. 
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CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  All in favor?

(All present Freeholders respond in the 

affirmative.)

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Any opposed?

(No response.) 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  The ayes have it.  

We'll now have a public hearing with a five-minute 

time limit to speak about Ordinance 16-26 only at 

this time.  

The Board Attorney will keep the time.  

When the time of the speaker expires, the timekeeper 

will announce the time has expired. 

MR. BRENNAN:  Good evening. 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Please identify 

yourself again. 

MR. BRENNAN:  William Brennan, 14 Iowa 

Road, Wayne, New Jersey. 

I noticed that this is a Bond 

Ordinance.  You're going to spend a substantial 

amount of taxpayers' money, you're going to get 

something for it.  

I want to contrast that to what you've 

done for the past two years with money that could 

have been spent on things for the taxpayers.  

Now, how much is this Bond Ordinance 
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for?  

MS. SCIANCALEPORE:  $4 million. 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  $4,725,000. 

MR. BRENNAN:  So the interest that 

you're going to spend on that is roughly what you've 

spent so far in the past two years litigating 

somebody's First Amendment rights. 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Hold on one second, 

please.  

We opened to the public to hear 

specifics about this ordinance, not for you to go 

backtracking on your issue with the lawsuit.  We 

understand your lawsuit. 

MR. BRENNAN:  You haven't addressed my 

issue whatsoever.  You haven't said a word about it.  

You sat there and looked at me.  You haven't 

addressed it.  You haven't even acknowledged that you 

received the suit. 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  I'm going to 

acknowledge, I have not received a copy of your suit.  

We are well aware of the other one. 

FREEHOLDER GANZ:  Chairman, with due 

respect, you shouldn't be saying a thing right now 

and only speak through the counsel on this. 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Okay.  Thank you, 
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Freeholder. 

We're going to ask you to keep your 

comments to this ordinance, otherwise we are going to 

ask you to please have a seat.  You're out of order. 

MR. BRENNAN:  So, in this ordinance 

you're spending over $4 million, and you're going to 

get something, and in other cases you spend money and 

you get nothing, maybe campaign contributions, and I 

don't know if bond counsel in this particular 

ordinance is going to give you any money.  I don't 

know if they're going to give you campaign 

contributions.  I don't know what their relationship 

is, but my understanding is that whenever you issue a 

bond, you need to hire a bond counsel.  

When you hire a bond counsel, you throw 

money at the lawyers and you throw money at the banks 

and you throw money all around.  And I'm just 

wondering if there's a better way to run the 

government of Bergen County than throwing money at 

lawyers for every single thing you do?  

You let the lawyers tell you what to 

talk about, you let the lawyers tell you what not to 

talk about, you let the lawyers tell you what to 

settle, you let the lawyers tell you what not to 

settle.  
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Now, I'm telling you that you're doing 

something wrong running the county.  The taxes in 

this county are excessive, and they're unrealistic, 

and the people are not getting their money's worth.  

And the reason they're not getting their money's 

worth is because you're throwing money at lawyers 

that should be thrown at real problems in the 

community.  

You have homeless people in the 

community that need housing.  You have roads that 

need to be repaired.  You have bridges that are 

crumbling.  You have schools that are understaffed.

But you never have money for that.  

You always have money for lawyers, for 

bonds, for all these different issues.  

And it's time that you focus on the 

people, and not the people that are giving you 

campaign contributions.  

And that's all I have to say about that 

bond. 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Thank you.  

Anyone else? 

(No response.)

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  There being no more 

discussion, may I have a motion to close the public 
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hearing?  

FREEHOLDER GANZ:  So moved. 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Can I have a second?  

FREEHOLDER SULLIVAN:  Second. 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  All in favor?

(All present Freeholders respond in the 

affirmative.)

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Any opposed?

(No response.) 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  The ayes have it, 

the hearing is closed to the public.  

Is there any board discussion or 

comment on Ordinance 16-26?

(No response.)

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Seeing none, may I 

have a motion to adopt Ordinance 16-26 as read by the 

Clerk?  

FREEHOLDER VOSS:  So moved. 

FREEHOLDER FELICE:  Second. 

FREEHOLDER GANZ:  So moved. 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Please call the 

roll.

(At this point in the proceeding roll 

call is taken and the Second Reading and Adoption of 

Ordinance 16-26 is passed by a vote of six in favor, 
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with Freeholder DeNicola voting nay.) 

MS. SCIANCALEPORE:  Ordinance 16-26 is 

adopted on Second Reading. 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Will the Clerk 

please read Ordinance 16-27 by title only. 

MS. SCIANCALEPORE:  The Proof of 

Publication of Ordinance, Notice of Public Hearing 

was published in The Record and the Herald News on 

Sunday, October 23rd, 2016, and is on file in my 

office.  

A copy of the Notice of Hearing and 

Ordinance No. 16-27 was duly posted, pursuant to 

N.J.S.A. 40A:2-17, on Friday, October 21st, 2016.  

The title is read as follows:  

"AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING WEIGHT 

LIMITS ON CERTAIN BERGEN COUNTY BRIDGES." 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  May I have a motion 

to open the hearing on Ordinance 16-27 to the public?  

FREEHOLDER SULLIVAN:  So moved. 

VICE-CHAIRWOMAN ZUR:  Second. 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  All in favor?

(All present Freeholders respond in the 

affirmative.)

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Any opposed?

(No response.) 
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CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  The ayes have it.  

The public hearing is now open, with a five-minute 

time limit, to speak about Ordinance 16-27 only at 

this time.  

The Board Attorney will keep the time.  

When of the time of the speaker expires, the 

timekeeper will announce that the time has expired.

May I have a motion to close -- I'm 

sorry. 

MR. BRENNAN:  My name is a William 

Brennan.  I still live at 14 Iowa Road in Wayne, New 

Jersey. 

I'm going to assume that some of these 

weight limits are as a result of the crumbling 

infrastructure of this county; in other words, 

preventative maintenance and routine maintenance and 

improvements in the infrastructure apparently weren't 

made, so, therefore, the bridge that at one time 

could accommodate a larger vehicle has now been 

deemed unfit and unsafe for such a heavy vehicle.  

Now, I don't know that that's true or 

not, I'm just assuming that that's the way things go 

when a community spends all of its resources 

litigating with people and posturing and moving 

forward in their own self-aggrandizing manner.  So 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

32

I'm going to suggest -- 

FREEHOLDER SULLIVAN:  If you don't know 

it's true, why would you make the statement?  

MR. BRENNAN:  Well, because you haven't 

corrected me on anything I've said, so if I'm wrong, 

please tell me.  Are you saying that an existing 

bridge is having it its weight limit restricted 

because initially when it was opened it had greater 

capability and now it doesn't?  

FREEHOLDER SULLIVAN:  No, I'm saying 

that the trucks get bigger and bigger every day, 

don't they?  

MR. BRENNAN:  No, they don't, the 

trucks don't get bigger and bigger every day.  

So that the weight limit that you had 

now has to be reduced because the trucks get bigger?  

See, if the truck gets bigger -- 

FREEHOLDER SULLIVAN:  It says to 

"establish" weight limits.  It doesn't say to 

"reduce," it says to "establish."  

MR. BRENNAN:  So there were no weight 

limits on these bridges?  

FREEHOLDER SULLIVAN:  When you have new 

bridges, you establish weight limits.

MR. BRENNAN:  So this is only on new 
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bridges?

FREEHOLDER SULLIVAN:  I didn't say 

that.

MR. BRENNAN:  What are you saying?  

FREEHOLDER SULLIVAN:  I don't know what 

you're saying. 

MR. BRENNAN:  Well, you're in charge 

here, and you don't even know what you're saying.  

You said you don't know what I'm saying, and you're 

making things up. 

FREEHOLDER SULLIVAN:  You came up here 

and you made a statement that you don't know if it's 

true, and yet you continue to espouse these things. 

MR. BRENNAN:  I know one thing that's 

true, this community is being run by people who would 

rather spend money on bonds than fixing bridges. 

FREEHOLDER SULLIVAN:  Okay. 

MR. BRENNAN:  This community is being 

run by people who would rather spend money on 

attorneys. 

FREEHOLDER SULLIVAN:  I disagrees. 

MR. BRENNAN:  You disagree?  

FREEHOLDER SULLIVAN:  I do. 

MR. BRENNAN:  Well, I'm glad that you 

disagree, and you have a right to disagree.  
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FREEHOLDER SULLIVAN:  That's right.

MR. BRENNAN:  I am going to go back to 

what I'm saying.  If you're saying the reason you 

have to set these weight limits is because trucks get 

heavier -- 

FREEHOLDER SULLIVAN:  I said that's a 

possibility, just like you. 

MR. BRENNAN:  So you don't know what 

you're talking about?  

FREEHOLDER SULLIVAN:  Just like you 

don't know what you're talking about. 

MR. BRENNAN:  I just outed you as 

somebody who is fighting with me over nothing.  

You just picked a hypothetical fight 

with me over trucks getting heavier, you just made 

that up.  And I'm the public and this is the public 

portion of the meeting, and you choose to interrupt 

me, so you're out of order, sir.  You're out of 

order, sir.  This is my portion of the meeting to 

speak. 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Mr. Brennan, can you 

conduct yourself?  

MR. BRENNAN:  You're out of order.  You 

continue to interrupt me.  

COURT REPORTER:  I am sorry, I can't 
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get it when you are speaking too fast.

MR. BRENNAN:  You continue to interrupt 

me, and you're interrupting me now. 

FREEHOLDER SULLIVAN:  If you say so, 

okay. 

MR. BRENNAN:  The record speaks for 

itself. 

FREEHOLDER GANZ:  The record does speak 

for itself. 

FREEHOLDER FELICE:  Mr. Chairman, Kim 

can't transcribe with constant interruptions. 

MR. BRENNAN:  So now -- 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Sorry, Kim. 

MR. BRENNAN:  So now Freeholder 

Sullivan opined that the reason you're establishing 

weight limits is because trucks get heavier. 

FREEHOLDER SULLIVAN:  No, I didn't say 

that, I said that could be one of the reasons for 

doing things. 

MR. BRENNAN:  Shouldn't you know the 

reason for voting on something you're about to vote 

on?  

FREEHOLDER SULLIVAN:  I apologize, if 

you feel I interrupted you, sir. 

MR. BRENNAN:  And you're going to 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

36

continue to interrupt me, aren't you?  

FREEHOLDER SULLIVAN:  I apologize.

MR. BRENNAN:  I am going to continue 

saying what I said.  You did say that one of the 

reasons is because the trucks get heavier and 

heavier, and I'm saying that in my view the reason 

that you're needing to establish weight limits or 

lower weight limits is because the infrastructure is 

crumbling.  And I'm saying that you're not doing a 

good job maintaining the bridges and the roads and 

the schools and all of the infrastructure of this 

community, because you're wasting resources on 

litigation, on the Scarinci Hollenbecks of the world, 

and that's why I'm up here.  And what that man just 

did was indicative of the problem.  He doesn't want 

to hear what I'm saying, so he makes something up. 

FREEHOLDER SULLIVAN:  I do?  

MR. BRENNAN:  And he came up with a 

possible reason why you're changing weight limits on 

county roads and county bridges.  He should be able 

to say the reason is X or the reason is Y, but he 

didn't do that.  

So that's all I have to say about that.  

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Anyone else?

(No response.)
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CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  May I have a motion 

to close the hearing?  

FREEHOLDER VOSS:  So moved. 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Can I have a second?  

VICE-CHAIRWOMAN ZUR:  Second.

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  All in favor?

(All present Freeholders respond in the 

affirmative.)

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Any opposed?

(No response.) 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  We're establishing 

weight limits on bridges.  Every bridge in the State 

of New Jersey, I'm sure, has weight limits 

established.  I'm sure there were a few county 

bridges that needed to be addressed.  We're 

establishing weight limits on bridges.  Hopefully 

that clarified your question.  

May I have a motion to adopt Ordinance 

16-27 as read by the Clerk?  

VICE-CHAIRWOMAN ZUR:  So moved. 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Do I have a second?  

FREEHOLDER FELICE:  I'll second that. 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Please call the 

roll.

(At this point in the proceeding roll 
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call is taken and the Second Reading and Adoption of 

Ordinance 16-27 is passed by a unanimous vote.)

MS. SCIANCALEPORE:  Ordinance 16-27 is 

adopted at Second Reading. 

FREEHOLDER GANZ:  Chairman, if I may?  

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Sure. 

FREEHOLDER GANZ:  You might want to 

explain to members of the public who wish to speak 

that the reporter is trying to take it down 

stenographically, and she can't distinguish, when 

people are talking over each other, who is speaking 

and what is being said, and it makes for a very messy 

record. 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Okay.  

Freeholder Ganz just wanted me to point 

out, I'll take responsibility tonight, when multiple 

people speak, the court stenographer has a very 

difficult disseminating what is being said by whom, 

and we need to have accurate records so that people 

know what we're doing here when they want to see what 

goes on at our meetings, what's been passed.  So it's 

very important that we try to keep some order.  So I 

apologize, Kim, for people talking over each other.

COURT REPORTER:  That's okay.

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Hopefully you'll be 
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able to catch up. 

VICE-CHAIRWOMAN ZUR:  Mr. Chairman, if 

I can also clarify for the record for the benefit of 

the public, the purpose of going forward and 

investing in bonding is just precisely so that we can 

make infrastructure improvements.  In this bonding 

that we voted on for this evening improves our 

parking and our golf courses, so very often when we 

bond, it improves our buildings and our schools and 

our roadways and is exactly why we make these 

long-term investments.  

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Thank you, 

Freeholder. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS FROM FREEHOLDERS

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  We will now have 

Freeholder Committee Reports.  

Anyone?  

FREEHOLDER VOSS:  I'll go. 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Someone make a 

motion?  

FREEHOLDER FELICE:  I'll make a motion 

to suspend committee reports this evening. 

VICE-CHAIRWOMAN ZUR:  I will second 

that motion. 
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CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Please call the 

roll.

(At this point in the proceeding roll 

call is taken and the motion is passed by a vote of 

five in favor, with Freeholders DeNicola and Ganz 

voting nay.) 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  So committee reports 

will be suspended this evening.  

There being nothing further to come 

before this Board, may I have a motion to adjourn?  

FREEHOLDER GANZ:  So moved. 

VICE-CHAIRWOMAN ZUR:  Second. 

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  All in favor?  

(All present Freeholders respond in the 

affirmative.)

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  Any opposed?

(No response.)

CHAIRMAN TANELLI:  The ayes have it.  

We will now adjourn at 8:08 p.m.

(Whereupon the Public Meeting is 

adjourned at 8:08 p.m.) 
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C E R T I F I C A T I O N

I, KIM O. FURBACHER, License No. 

XIO1042, a Certified Court Reporter, Registered Merit 

Reporter, Certified Realtime Court Reporter, and 

Notary Public of the State of New Jersey, hereby 

certify that the foregoing is a verbatim record of 

the testimony provided under oath before any court, 

referee, board, commission or other body created by 

statute of the State of New Jersey.

I am not related to the parties 

involved in this action; I have no financial 

interest, nor am I related to an agent of or employed 

by anyone with a financial interest in the outcome of 

this action.

This transcript complies with 

Regulation 13:43-5.9 of the New Jersey Administrative 

Code.
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