
BERGEN COUNTY PLANNING BOARD 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES  

April 11, 2023 

            Chairperson Hedy Grant called the meeting to order at approximately 5:03PM. 

Open Public Meeting Law 
Chairperson Grant announced that the meeting was being held in conformity with the 
requirements of the “Open Public Meeting Act”. 

Present         
Hedy Grant, Chairperson 
Shergoh Alkilani, Vice Chairperson 
Commissioner Joan Voss 
Joseph Femia, County Engineer 
Karen Sasso 
Mobin Sheikh 
Zvonko Veskov 

Absent 
Doug Lanzo 

Staff/Planning & Public Audience 
William Brown, Board Attorney 
Lori Haggerty 
Tom Casey 
Peter Kortright 
Alan Camlet 
Jared Lautz 
Debbie Lawler, Colliers Engineering & Design 
Nick Dickerson, Colliers Engineering & Design 
William Orr, Teaneck Resident 
Nagy Milik, Rutherford Resident 
David Karleback, River Vale Resident 
Pamela Perron, Ridgewood Resident 
David Refkin, Ridgewood Resident 

Approval of Minutes 
A motion was requested by Chairperson Grant to approve the Minutes of the March 14, 2023 

meeting. The motion was made by Vice-Chair. Alkilani and seconded Commissioner Voss. Minutes were 
approved by all members present with Mr. Femia and Ms. Sasso abstaining. 



Presentation to the Board to Petition to Waive Violation Fee:  
Mr. Nagy Milik came before the Board to request that the violation fee that is being assessed on his 

application that received conditional approval from the Board at the December 2022 meeting. Mr. Milik 
originally submitted his application in 2008. After the Department of Planning & Engineering sent an 
initial review letter, there was no further response from Mr. Milik. During this time, Mr. Milik proceeded 
with construction without County conditional or final approval. When Mr. Milik could not obtain a 
certificate of occupancy is when he came back to the County to correct his application and he received 
conditional approval. Mr. Milik petitioned the Board to waive the violation fee of $2,125.00 due to 
hardship. Based on the information provided to the Board and Mr. Milik’s presentation, the Board voted 
to NOT waive the violation fee. For further explanation, please see the attachments. 
 
Presentation and Vote to Adopt Bergen County Master Plan  
 Debbie Lawler and Nick Dickerson of Colliers Engineering & Design made a power point 
presentation to the Board and the Public in attendance about the Bergen County Master Plan which the 
Board voted on to adopt after the presentation. There was discussion after the power point presentation 
with questions and input from Board Members and the Public. Please see the attachment for the Q & A 
summary. 
 
Review of Applications  

Part A-Action on Site Plans Joint Reports 
  

NUMBER  APPLICANT     MUNICIPALITY 
SP 8727  Carol & Quinlin Avery   Demarest 
SP 8737  Landmark AR Park Ridge, LLC  Park Ridge 
SP 8754  Alpine Learning Group, Inc.   Paramus 
SP 8755  Ramsey Auto Group    Mahwah 

 
A motion was requested by Chairperson Grant to approve Site Plans SP 8727, SP 8737 & SP 8755 

on the agenda. The motion was made by Ms. Sasso and seconded Vice Chair Alkilani. These 3 Site Plans 
were approved by all members present.  
 

A motion was requested by Chairperson Grant to approve Site Plan SP 8754 on the agenda. The 
motion was made by Ms. Veskov and seconded Commissioner Voss. This Site Plan was approved by all 
members present with Mr. Sheikh abstaining.  
 

Part B-Action on Subdivision Joint Reports 
 SD 7954M  Broadway Medical Center, LLC  Fair Lawn 
 SD 7965  John & Joanne Triano   River Vale 
 

A motion was requested by Chairperson Grant to approve the Subdivisions on the agenda. The 
motion was made by Commissioner Voss and seconded Vice Chairperson Alkilani. Subdivisions SD 
7954M & SD 7965 were approved by all members present.  

 
Next Meeting Date 

The next meeting is scheduled for May 9th  
Remaining Meeting Dates are: June 13th, July 11th, August 8th, September 12th, October 10th, and 
December 12th.  

 
 
 
 



Adjournment 
Being no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 5:42PM. 
A motion to adjourn was requested by Chairperson Grant. The motion was made by Vice Chair 
Alkilani and seconded by Commissioner Voss. All were in favor adjourning the meeting. 

 
For further verbatim details as to the above meeting, kindly consult the tapes and the attachments. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lori Haggerty 
Board Secretary  



MEETING DATE: APRIL 11, 2023 

 

Q & A AFTER PRESENTATION BY COLLIERS 

 

BERGEN COUNTY MASTER PLAN 

 
NAME QUESTION ANSWERED BY: 

Joe Femia – County Engineer:  

statement about providing an ‘Annual 

Report’ of any updates to the document 

and if the Board has any recommendations, 

please forward to the department. 

 

 

Chairperson Hedy Grant:  

Affordable Housing Statement added to 

Plan? 

Debbie Lawler, Colliers: Yes 

David Refkin, Ridgewood Resident: 

Extreme Weather Issues and 

recommendations on power outages, 

flooding, road access, etc.  

Debbie Lawler &Nick Dickerson, Colliers:  

Most weather information is covered in the All-

Hazard Mitigation Plan that takes in all 70 

municipalities. However, there are goals and 

action items to enhance storm resilience and 

enhancing resilience is a common element 

throughout document because it is an issue we 

are facing and continue to face. 

Peter Kortright, Department of Planning added 

that the All-Hazard Mitigation Plan was updated 

by OEM in the last 2 years with Bergen County 

Bill Orr, Teaneck Resident:  

Interactivity and the ability to make 

updates and will recommendations be 

brought before the Board 

Debbie Lawler, Colliers: Yes, all updates will go 

before the Board for any updates and elements 

that will be changed or amended in the future 

Mobin Sheikh: 

What process is in place to measure the 

effectiveness of the implementation of the 

plan, is the County working with 

Municipalities to make sure that the Plan 

gets implemented. How to measure that the 

Plan is truly a living and breathing 

document. How to ensure that the towns 

are aware and engaged in using the guide. 

Should the Planning Board have a 

Subcommittee to track these items. 

Peter Kortright, Planning & Engineering: The 

way to measure is through communication. The 

Plan is a guide not a requirement. We want the 

70 towns to look at the Plan for guidance in all 

areas, but it depends on the individual town. The 

County is a partner with the NJ Transportation 

Organization for the Northern Part of the state 

where we participate with multiple towns with 

projects. 

Debbie Lawler, Colliers: Another tracking is 

Sustainable Jersey that most towns are members 

of and you can see online how each Municipality 

has done in many areas. Another way of tracking 

is through Grant Applications. Also to create a 



Story Map which would make it very user 

friendly to the public and would be online and 

you would be able to track who use the Story 

Map.  

Pamela Perron, Ridgewood Resident: Ridgewood 

has a subcommittee for the Planning Board and 

looks at every action item and what has been 

done on that item.  

Peter Kortright: A subcommittee to follow and 

track how the municipalities are using the Plan 

would be a good idea and this is something the 

Planning Board can start. 

 
















